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Wisdom Development of University Students
in Arabian Gulf Countries: A cross-cultural Study
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at exploring developing dimensions of thinking based on
wisdom of university students in Arabian Gulf countries. The effects of gender,
age, and environment were examined. The blueprint of the Wisdom
Development Scale (WDS; Brown & Greene, 2006) was submitted to a jury of
specialists in the field of educational psychology to decide on its appropriateness
and applicability in the Arabian context. The construct validity of WDS was
examined by both exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis. The scale was
then applied on 618 (323 males, 295 females) university students from three
Arabian Gulf countries: 226 from Saudi Arabia; 209 from Oman; and 183 from
Bahrain. The results showed that university students in Arabian Gulf Countries
developed a somewhat moderate levels of thinking based on wisdom. There
were significant differences between ages favoring old students in all
dimensions, apart from self-management. Significant gender differences were
also found favoring males in emotional management, life-knowledge, and
decision making dimensions, while the differences were favoring females in
learning attitude. Also, the results showed that there were different effects of the
culture environments on wisdom dimensions. Finally, multiple regression
analysis suggested that the model of environment and age was managed to
predict with 84% of the variance in wisdom.

Keywords: Wisdom development, WDS construction, Brown’s Model of
Wisdom Development.
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