Academic Plans

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The courses and academic plans of our program,
E-Learning and Distance Education, could be
easily found on the website of the university.

King Faisal University
Deanship of E-Learning
& Distance Education

The current available specializations are as the
following:
• Bachelor of Arts (Online Degree) in:
1. Arabic language
2. Islamic studies
3. English language
4. Social studies (Geography- Historysociology)
• Bachelor of Business Administration

Application deadlines for study

Lifelong Learning
Distance Education

Applicants can apply for admission at the
beginning of each semester. The due date to
submit your applicants and required documents
are periodically announced on daily local
newspapers and the website of the university:

www.kfu.edu.sa
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What is E-Learning & Distance
Education

In response to the rapid development of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), e-learning system has been adopted by many universities
from around the world as a way of developing and
supporting their educational activities and making
education accessible to all society members. These
groundbreaking technologies allow instructors and
students to interact with each other inside and
outside classroom.
E-learning is deﬁned as the use of information and
communication technology, new multimedia, and
internet that aim to improve the quality of education and distant interaction and to provide access to
variant resources and services. It targets everyone;
university instructors, students, school teachers,
employees, employers, and trainers that seek to
build on their own capabilities.

Teaching Mechanisms
The educational instructions of our programs are
delivered electronically; Therefore, students don’t have
to come personally to classes and they can attend virtual
classes from anywhere and at anytime. The ﬁnal exams
take place in geographically distributed examining
centres predeﬁned by the university at the end of each
semester. The exam instructions are fully detailed and
described on KFU portal and recorded sessions,
Blackboard; students can ﬁnd these instructions every
time they login. Blackboard provides the following
services:
1. Getting access to e-learning contents including
slides, ﬁles, and other electronic content
2. Downloading and listening to recoded lectures
3. Setting for live Virtual Class Rooms
4. Direct communication among students and instructors via forums
5. Providing technical assistance for students
6. Providing a list of all exam centres
7. Posting and viewing announcements

Virtual Class Room Synch. System
Virtual Classroom integrates a real-time collaboration
and synchronous learning to Blackboard LMS with
one-click integrated access. The virtual classroom
system oﬀers an online instruction delivery that
enables instructors to reiterate any learning environment.
Virtual Classroom system allows students to participate
in live classes and practice all class activities electronically. It ensures the best user experience through full
duplex voice via IP, interactive Whiteboards, Video,
Breakout rooms, Application Sharing, ADA compliance,
real-time quizzing, record and playback, advanced yet
easy-to-use moderator tools, and qualiﬁed communications that work synchronically regardless of connection
speed. This system oﬀers live discussions among
students and instructors in anytime and from
anywhere.

Learning Management System

Who can apply?

Our e-learning programs accept male and female
Saudi citizens, citizens of Gulf Cooperation Countries, or any legal temporary residents in Saudi
Arabia. Prospective applicants should be holders of
high school certiﬁcates or any equivalent certiﬁcate
from the following: science school, arts school,
Quran recitation school, commercial school, natural
sciences school, administrative school, agricultural
school, health schools, agricultural school, and
technical schools. The programs may also accept
any students who previously withdraw from other
programs at the university.

Blackboard is an E-Learning Management
System that allows instructors to create, deliver,
and manage web-based components for e-courses. It enables, anytime and anywhere, students’
engagement and provides instructors with tools
they need to supervise and manage the
progress of students throughout the entire
educational cycle. Blackboard is used to feed a
traditional educational course with online
elements, or to completely develop online courses with almost rare or no face-to-face meetings.
Blackboard allows students to download and
upload ﬁles, participate in chatting forums and
discussion boards, and to submit their assignments. Students are also able to view their
grades, instructors’ and classmates’ emails.

Class Capturing/Recording System
This system makes classes available anytime or
anywhere a student logs in, by automatically recording
them, uploading them and ﬁnally indexing them on
Blackboard LMS. Educators know that the more times
students can watch, listen, and experience class resources, the better they learn. It simply records and then
transfers the whole classroom experience into an
online study milieu that signiﬁcantly impact student
achievements. It allows students to download the
whole contents of a class and then listen to them
anytime and anywhere; even on their iPod and MP3.
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Electronic Services

The e-Learning Deanship is concerned with
the all matters of e-Learning at KFU. This
includes the development of content, the
integrations of advanced systems for
lectures capturing, providing facilities to
remote students, building up the infrastructure, providing the electronic learning
resources, and oﬀering the needed training
to utilize these systems. The deanship is also
concerned with integrating the interactive
synchronic learning systems that provide
direct interaction among students and their
instructors.
The Deanship provides all the university
services electronically through KFU portal for
distance education students.

Lifelong Learning
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Dr. Abdullah Al-Fridan
The development of ICT sector has recently
become clear and eﬀective in diﬀerent areas
of our daily lives. It is also very important to
search for new teaching methods to provide
highly qualiﬁed education for new generations.
E-learning is the use of ICT to deliver the educational process to learners through internet
with less cost, and without the constraint of
times and space. The implementation of
e-learning helps to create opportunities for
those individuals who dream to continue their
higher education. Those individuals whose jobs
or some particular circumstances prevent
them from attending on-campus classes are
our target.
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has witnessed a great
development in the sector of education as the
leadership of the country is fully aware of
having a revolutionary developments on educational systems including policies and strategies
of using ICT in the educational process.
To cope with the recent developments, King
Faisal University has established the Deanship
of E-learning and Distance Education. The deanship deals with all e-learning matters and activities by providing reliable infrastructure, technical support and solutions.
KFU has also opened the doors for admission
to distance education in many faculties. The
enrollment of the ﬁrst batch began in the ﬁrst
semester in 2009-2010. The current available
programs allow students to study from
distance without attending class on campus.
We, at KFU, seek to be a leader in the ﬁeld of
e-learning by tackling all issues of e-learning in
the whole Kingdom and the region and by
applying international standards. We aim to
provide educational services that match the
reputation and prestige of KFU.

Main Objectives
• getting access to all educational and
technological resources, other support
systems, locations that meet with the
needs and demands of KFU students and
faculty staﬀ
• making the education process available
without the spatial and temporal limits
• supporting and raising the awareness of
KFU staﬀ with the use of e-learning in
teaching and learning
• providing learners with an environment,
where all resource materials and support
are available, enables international
students to register at King Faisal University
as oﬀ campus student (or distance learners)
• introducing e-learning to and increasing the
cultural awareness of e-learning in our
international community in general; and our
society in speciﬁc
• planning and making distinctive programs
and educational curricula development
with the highly appreciated cooperation of
KFU academic departments
• supporting the university to create a
distance learning program and associated
courses which serves students regionally,
nationally, and internationally

Vision
Eﬀective Use of Educational Technology for
Enhancing Teaching, Learning and Engagement with Community

Mission
Integration of technology with the university
educational system to develop the skills of
KFU faculty members and students, and to
encourage students to take responsibility for
their own learning and to fulﬁll their goals.
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Lifelong Learning
Advance Technology

Mobile Learning

3D virtual Portal

The use of mobile technology allows
anyone to access information from
anywhere and at anytime. The extension
of using this technology to deliver
e-learning leads mobility in learning
(m-Learning). King Faisal University
extends the delivery of its distance
education programs and university
services through the usage of mobile
technology.

With the rise of virtual environments,
King Faisal University moves towards
providing its learning portal in 3D mode.
With this, a 3D interaction with the
University’s services is available for
distance education students.
KFU provides a virtual presence in the
deanship of e-Learning and distance
education, where the student tour
around the deanship departments and
meet virtually (chatting, video conferencing, etc) with the deanship staﬀ and
get served by them. The 3D portal simulates the real presence to the deanship
and increases real-time connection with
the deanship.

All educational materials and university’s services are available to learners
through mobile devices. This encourages active participation in teaching and
learning and interaction with materials.
Also, enrich learning process, increase
ﬂexibility in reaching the teaching services and enhance student engagement
anywhere, anytime.

Administration of Final Exams
Exams are directed and supervised in a modern
and advanced manner where centres are
equipped with the necessary electronic equipment to communicate and exchange information
with the main centre for tests at the university.
Our KFU experienced coordinators directly supervise the whole process of examination from the
operation room on campus. Information is
electronically and directly exchanged with our
administrators of various geographically distributed testing centres.
Data is directly exchanged with diﬀerent exam
centers.
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Lifelong Learning
Examination Procedure

Once the answer sheets are received, they got
sorted and grouped according to their forms (A,
B, C, D, E). Then, we check the personal information of each student and then electronically
grade their answer sheets. After that, we send
the reports of results to the colleges and departments concerned with the results of each course
in order to be approved. Once approved, results
got electronically transferred to the records of
students on the banner system.
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Examination Centers
The university holds ﬁnal exams twice a
year by the end of each semester in its
headquarter in the city of Al Ahsa in addition to identifying sub-centers of the ﬁnal
tests which cover most of the main areas in
the Kingdom, according to the number of
students applying for the ﬁnal exams. So,
this makes it easier for students to perform
tests in places of their residence without
the need to travel to the headquarter of
the university. The number of sub-centers
of the ﬁnal exams are increased or
decreased according to the number of
students and their geographical regions.

Some of the centers of the ﬁnal tests in
various parts of the Kingdom are
(Abqaiq - Al Ahsa - Baha - Al Jubail -Al
Khobar - Al Kharj - Al Khafji - Dammam
- Al Dawadmi - Al Rass - Riyadh - Taif Dhahran - Qatif - Kuwait - Al Majma’ah
- Medina - Al Ni’aireyah - Abha Buraidah - Bisha - Tabuk - Jizan Jeddah - Hail - Hafar Al Batin - Khamis
Moshait - Rastanurah - Sakakah - Arar Unaizah - Qatar - Makkah - Najran Yenbu)
Every test center has a section for male
students and another for female
students.

