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Prof. Adel Abuzenadah

King Faisal University (KFU) possesses extensive resources that empower it to
excel and lead at both national and regional levels, reflecting its distinguished
legacy and long-standing tradition of excellence. In light of the profound
transformation currently shaping our nation’s development, the time has come to
capitalize on these resources to elevate the university’s aspirations toward
broader horizons, anchored in its solid scientific foundation and distinguished
research institutions.

Guided by an ambitious vision, King Faisal University is committed to addressing
global challenges related to food security and environmental sustainability, in
alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We
pursue these objectives through our core functions: enhancing teaching, learning,
and research; fostering impactful community partnerships; and advancing
innovation and business development initiatives.

We are confident that in the coming years, the university will achieve further
milestones and generate a meaningful impact on both local and global
communities. Moreover, KFU’s agility and highly qualified human capital position
it well to adapt to future developments and continuously refine its strategic
direction. It is our pleasure to present this overview of the university’s ongoing
efforts toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Previous Ranking Data
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

SDG1: No Poverty

SDG2: Zero Hunger

SDG3: Good Health and Well-being

SDG4: Quality Education

SDG5: Gender Equality

SDG6: Clean Water and Sanitation

SDG7: Affordable and Clean Energy

SDG8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
SDG9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
SDG10: Reduced Inequalities

SDG11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
SDG12: Responsible Consumption and Production
SDG13: Climate Action

SDG14: Life Below Water

SDG15: Life on Land

SDG16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
SDG17: Partnerships for the Goals
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King Faisal University

OVERALL SDG RANKING
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Times Higher Education
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Chief global affairs officer
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End poverty in all its forms everywhere
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the first goal:
NO POVERTY

@ 2023 2024
Financial aid _
KFU anl]—pweny programmes _

Community anti-poverty programmes
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KFU affirms its commitment to ensuring
that affordable and inclusive higher
education is available to students from
low-income households. In line with
Sustainable Development Goal 1 (No
Poverty), the university has adopted
procedures and policies to remove
financial barriers and expand access for

under-represented and disadvantaged
groups.

Free Tuition for Undergraduates: The
university declares that undergraduate
education is free for all students (including
domestic and international) under certain

admission categories 18082 45 <

Targeted Admissions: For the academic
year 2023-2024, KFU has prioritized
admissions for students from: Low-income

families / bottom financial quintile, <ty d'::“:'s'br‘:::::ving Number of
international students from developing financial aid ’Laft::::ngss
and third-world countries, and students

from single-parent households,

orphanages, and students with Student Fund: A dedicated fund
disabilities. managed by the university’s student

affairs  division to provide loans,
Financial Support & Scholarships: advances, subsidies and employment
Special  scholarships  (internal and opportunities for financially vulnerable
external) (] outstanding and students.
economically disadvantaged students,
Exemptions/waivers of tuition and free Graduate Scholarships: KFU offers
study seats for needy groups via comprehensive scholarships across all
partnerships with charitable organizations academic levels to foster excellence and
such as local social welfare associations. attract  exceptional talent. These
scholarships include fully funded doctoral
Support Services & Benefits for Low- programs, such as the PhD in
Income Students: Reduced-cost meals, Mathematics, designed to support
accommodation provision, travel tickets. distinguished students in  pursuing
advanced research and academic
achievement.
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KFU Platform for Free Training: These
include courses, workshops, seminars,

and lectures designed to enhance
students’ academic, professional, and

personal skills. The programs are
delivered by distinguished faculty
members, experts, and outstanding

students from within and outside the
university.

Supporting Student Activities and
Recognizing Excellence: The Student
Fund actively supports all forms of student
engagement religious, cultural, artistic,
social, and athletic while also providing
awards and incentives to students who
excel in extracurricular activities.

Attracting Outstanding High School
Graduates: The university implements a
strategy to attract top-performing high
school graduates, especially those who
have achieved international recognition,
such as ISEF 2022 award winners. These
students receive multiple benefits,
including: Direct admission (bypassing the
preparatory year), Enrollment in the
university’s entrepreneurship incubation
program, Financial and technical support
for research, Guidance for publishing and
patent registration, Support for
participation in national and international
competitions, and Access to the
university’s industrial and technology
network for innovation commercialization.

Student Research Grants: Through the
Deanship of Scientific Research, KFU
funds and supports student-led research
by providing financial rewards, resources,
and technical assistance throughout their
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research journey, encouraging a culture of
inquiry and innovation among students.

Integration Program for Orphans: As
part of its social responsibility initiatives,
the university launched the Integration
Program for Orphans, now in its third
edition (2024). This summer program
offers orphans scientific, cultural, and
training opportunities on campus, aiming
to develop their skills and support human
capacity building in line with national
priorities.
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Mawhiba Academic Enrichment

Program 2024: In partnership with the
King Abdulaziz and His Companions
Foundation for Giftedness and Creativity
(Mawhiba), and under the supervision of
the National Center for Giftedness and
Creativity Research, KFU hosted the
Mawhiba Academic Enrichment Program
during the 2024 summer break. The
three-week program brought together 134
talented students and 22 trainers and
assistants, offering five modules that
combined scientific, training, skills-based,
volunteering, and administrative activities.
These were delivered through two main
tracks: scientific and skills-based. The
closing ceremony featured an exhibition
highlighting the students’ most innovative
projects and research across key areas
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including medical and biological sciences,
data science and artificial intelligence,
cybersecurity, renewable energy, and
physics (theoretical and applied).

KFU recognizes that cultivating
entrepreneurship, innovation and start-up
activity within the university ecosystem is
a key strategic objective. This aligns with
its institutional strategic plan (2020-2024)
which emphasizes “establishing and
nurturing the university’s innovation and
business development system and
enhancing its economic capabilities”.
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The start-up initiative is part of KFU’s ' S 2 o

broader sustainability and institutional

identity transforming research, ideas and —— e R —
student/faculty  projects into  viable _ ,:-fl”’?""' =
enterprises that contribute to the regional | /' "N
economy, job creation and the knowledge- | St . B N
based society. CETE 2RSS

Incubators &  Startup  Support: J l
KFU has developed a structured incubator < | ¢ 213721
system within its Innovation District. This ‘ el
includes multiple thematic incubators: for g
food security  and environmental \
sustainability, digital technologies (Al, ‘
software), a general start-up accelerator,
and a business incubator welcoming :
cross-discipline ideas. e gapmanll Al gty Ml & ala) 3 jed
Laldl g tas o8 35,0 dial Baluyg &y SaN 3 4lalls
il JL_—acill
Entrepreneurial Pipeline: The university
supports ventures at different stages from
ideation to prototype, to market i R R s
registration and growth. Slalally ol (56ally Slugalls Lol Gl desgSall

Support Services & Ecosystem: KFU
provides business development training, o 2 a
mentorship, legal/financial  advisory i pe i
services, workspace within the Innovation
District, exposure to investors, and
industry connections. It also hosts
hackathons, pitch competitions and
events that engage students, faculty and
external entrepreneurs.

Q == 3 sl

Innovation Week 2024 to promote a culture of
innovation, intellectual property and
entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship Product from the
Social Development Bank: KFU
supports the Entrepreneurship Product
initiative of the Social Development Bank,

which provides financing for startup assets, operations, and the establishment
projects and entrepreneurial ventures. of commercial projects owned by Saudi
The program offers funding ranging from citizens across various sectors, fostering
50,000 to 500,000 SAR to support innovation and economic empowerment.
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Entrepreneurship product from the Social Development Bank
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Sahem Social Entrepreneurship
Program: KFU, in collaboration with the

King Khalid Foundation, implemented the

fifth edition of the Sahem for Innovation

and Social Entrepreneurship program at i
the university’s campus in Al-Ahsa. The fpﬂ‘a’;uuu_..{ lﬂﬁ
program aims to build the capacities of efame i
Saudi youth in innovation and social
entrepreneurship, empowering them to
develop sustainable solutions to societal
challenges and contribute effectively to
achieving Saudi Vision 2030.The three-
week program included an interactive
training camp focusing on key theories
and tools of innovation, social
entrepreneurship, and creative thinking,
followed by a hackathon in which 12 ‘-n-w.}uwm-.mm
teams (76 male and female students)

competed to present innovative projects. . . .
The Sahem initiative also promotes a

culture of innovation, strengthens civic > P ey
engagement, and enhances  self-

confidence among young participants. It

forms part of a broader capacity-building
program designed to strengthen the sKills,

systems, and institutional performance of @ 7] h | |

non-profit organizations across the <=t EE 3 ,J\J fo"m
Kingdom.
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University startup accelerator Date Challenge Hackathon
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Future Scientists Program
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the second goal:
GOOD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

@ 2023 @ 2024

Research on hunger

National Hunger
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KFU states that its institutional identity
emphasizes contributions to national
food-security and reducing hunger
through research, innovation, agriculture
programs, food-services operations and
sustainability education.

Agricultural Innovation & Value-added
Food Products: As a part of enhancing
food security KFU has produced several
sustainable food-products using the
date-palm (a major local crop). This
reflects an effort to move beyond raw crop
production to value-added processing.

Campus Food Services with Nutrition
Support: The university’s Nutrition Unit
supports students and faculty with regular
three-meal service daily (breakfast, lunch,
dinner) in its cafeterias helping ensure
food access for its campus community.

Educational Programs: KFU offers
programs in biotechnology, medicinal
plants, and educational platforms aimed
at professional development in emerging
disciplines connected to food-security,
agriculture and nutrition.

KFU places an emphasis on promoting
healthy eating habits across its campus
community as part of its broader
sustainability strategy.

The “Healthy Food” initiative covers two
key areas:

Nutritional Education & Awareness:
The university runs awareness
campaigns, workshops and training
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The "Our Ahsa is Capable" initiative to support

university students and the community by providing
breakfast meals during the holy month of Ramadan

sessions to help students, faculty and
staff understand the importance of
balanced diets, the risks of fast-food diets,
and healthy eating behaviours.

Healthy Food Services: KFU’s campus
food-services operations provide
accessible healthy meals and incorporate
nutrition-standards into their menus.

healthy breakfast



Number of graduates
from agriculture and
aquaculture programs
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Beneficiaries of food
services
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Training program in Spain on global good
agricultural practices standards

Training programs for agricultural workers in
Riyadh, Al-Ahsa, and Al-Qassim
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KFU Training station offers various initiatives toward training and
enabling local farmers to maintain and develop the
agriculture sector.
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Providing consultations to the Ministry of
Environment, Water and Agriculture to examine
samples of agricultural production inputs




Statistics for the Date Palm Food and Processing Industries

Program
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End hunger, achieve food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture.




GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

4

KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the third goal:

® 2023 © 2024

Research on health and well-being

Number of students graduating in health professions

Collaborations and health services

0% 20% 40% 60% 380% 100%
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KFU recognizes that advancing health
research, education, and services is
central to its sustainability mission and
regional impact. To achieve these goals,
the university actively engages in
collaborations with health-care
organizations, hospitals, research centres,
and private-sector partners. These
partnerships aim to improve training,
expand healthcare infrastructure, and
support evidence-based interventions
aligned with community needs.

Training for Female Graduates: KFU
signed an agreement with Maximus Gulf
Limited to provide specialized training for
female graduates in health-related
disciplines, ensuring equitable access to
career opportunities and professional
development.

Teaching Hospital Development: The
university collaborated with the Al-Ahsa
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Health Cluster to support the construction
of the KFU Teaching Hospital, which will
serve as a hub for clinical training,
research, and community health services.

Joint Research & Service Initiatives:
KFU engages with various hospitals and
medical centers for research
collaborations, service provision, and
professional development. These
partnerships enable the university to
contribute to health innovation and
enhance the quality of medical education.

KFU recognizes that strengthening health
education and training is critical to
regional development and sustainability.
The university offers academic,
professional, and community-oriented
health programs that aim to produce
competent  health-care  professionals,
enhance research capabilities, and

contribute to the well-being of the wider
2 4 N ' ,‘"‘ v

Blood donation campaigns in cooperation with the National Guard Hospital in Al-Ahsa
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NIVERSITY TEACHING HOSPITAL
ISAL UNIVERSITY - AL AHSA'A

-
- -

el VU Jad Sl Aasl> L2ddue

King Faisal University Teaching Hospital

KFU Teaching Hospital:

KFU Teaching Hospital is a strategic project
that embodies the university’s vision to
deliver world-class healthcare services and
strengthen its role in medical education,
training, and research. The hospital serves
as a cornerstone in advancing the
healthcare system in the Eastern Province
and contributes to achieving the objectives
of Saudi Vision 2030 in promoting health
and educational excellence.

The cooperation agreement between KFU
and the Al-Ahsa Health Cluster marks a
significant milestone in fostering institutional
integration and collaboration. It aims to
enhance the quality of healthcare, develop
medical education and training programs,
and support research and innovation that
serve national priorities.

Located in Al-Ahsa on the “Al-Hofuf — Al-
Uqair” Road, the hospital’s construction

Report 2024 - V5
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commenced in early 2011 on a total area of
approximately one million square meters,
with an estimated cost exceeding SAR 490
million. The project comprises the main
hospital building (145,000 m?), outpatient
clinics (35,000 m?), a physiotherapy center,
and a multi-story parking facility. Future
development plans include specialized
centers for oncology and renal treatment,
along with residential units for medical staff.
The general university hospital
accommodates 400 beds across 11 floors
and encompasses comprehensive medical
specialties. Its facilities include departments
of emergency medicine, radiology, surgery,
intensive care, burns, cardiology and
catheterization, endoscopy, day surgery,
obstetrics and gynecology, neonatal and
pediatric intensive care, as well as
simulation laboratories, classrooms for
medical students, and a central pharmacy.
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community. These initiatives align with the

UN Sustainable Development Goal 3: Medical PoncIinic
Good Health and Well-Being.

Academic Programs: Degree programs
in medicine, nursing, public health, 63469
pharmacy, and allied health sciences.

Integration of practical training,

internships, and clinical rotations to

enhance students’ hands-on experience. mﬁ:ﬂ]
Professional Training & Short Courses:
Workshops and certificate courses for
health-care  practitioners to develop
specialized skills and stay updated with
evolving medical practices. Collaborative

training programs in partnership with
hospitals and health authorities.

Beneficiaries

Community & Outreach Programs:
Health awareness campaigns and
workshops for the public on nutrition,
hygiene, disease prevention, and mental
health. Participation in local and national
initiatives to improve health literacy and
access to care.

A campaign entitled "Promoting health
awareness about bone diseases" at Al-
Othaim Mall in Al-Ahsa

A breast cancer awareness campaign

Report 2024 - V5
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An event titled Saudi Organic Food Day

KFU emphasizes the importance of
mental health and well-being for its
students, faculty and staff. The
university’s initiative “Mental Health
Support” aims to provide a holistic
program of psychological, social, physical
and financial health services free of
charge to all university members, with the
goal of enabling them to live healthy,
productive lives and to participate
positively in the university’s mission and
the Kingdom'’s Vision 2030.

General Health & Wellness Program: A
free program for all university members
covering four tracks: physical health,
psychological health, social health and
financial health. Its objectives include
raising awareness of healthy lifestyle
behaviors; providing access to
health-related knowledge; fostering staff
and student belonging to the university;
and integrating private sector and
health-sector entities in public-health
activities.

Psychological Counselling and

Report 2024 - V5
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100

Number of graduates in
health professions

Number of dental
clinics that serve the
community

3024
Number of beneficiaries

Psychological Counselling and
Therapeutic Services: The university
has a Psychological Counselling Unit
offering free psychological, social and
career counselling inside colleges and via
its central unit.

Awareness Campaigns & Events: A
seminar titled “Promoting Mental Health”
in the College of Agricultural Sciences.

A mental-health & well-being exhibition
under the theme “Mental Health
& Well-being for All is a Global Priority”.

A competition “Walk & Win” held in
conjunction with World Mental Health Day.

Digital and Remote Services: The clinic
offers remote psychological-health
consultations via the university’s website
or mobile application, making access
easier for all members.
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KFU places a high priority on
promoting health and
wellbeing on campus,
particularly by addressing the
harmful effects of tobacco
use and exposure to
second-hand smoke. The

to protect non-smokers
among its staff, students and
visitors, create a learning
environment free of smoke,
and ensure a safer social and
environmental setting.

Awareness event about the dangers of breast cancer
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the fourth goal:
QUALITY EDUCATION

Research

Proportion of graduates with teaching qualification

Lifelong leaming measures

Proportion of first-generation students

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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KFU recognizes that one key dimension
of its sustainability strategy is quality,
accessible education (aligned with UN
Sustainable Development Goal 4: Quality
Education). The “Educational Resources”
initiative supports this by making open
educational materials widely available to
students, faculty and the wider
community. It situates knowledge sharing
and resource accessibility as part of the
institutional mission and the broader
transformation of higher education.

KFU ensures inclusive access to
educational resources for all members of
the community through several initiatives
and platforms.

The University Central Library serves
as the university’s gateway to knowledge
and a hub for cultural and intellectual
engagement. It plays a vital role in
community partnership by organizing
cultural events, promoting reading, and
hosting a children’s hall with programs
designed to develop reading skills and
cognitive awareness among young
learners.

The Ightnaa Platform, managed by the
university, offers specialized educational
programs aimed at intellectual growth and
professional development, particularly in
areas related to the university’s identity
food security  and environmental
sustainability.

The College of Applied Sciences
supports community education by offering
free training programs that enhance skills
and knowledge among local participants.

Report 2024 - V5
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Additionally, the Masarat Program
enables community members to enroll in
selected university courses, empowering
them to gain academic and practical
experience in fields aligned with their
interests and professional aspirations.
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KFU regularly hosts a wide range of '
events in support of its sustainability S
mission, institutional identity, and strategic
goals. These events include international
conferences, forums, hackathons and
awareness-weeks that engage students,
staff, community partners and external
stakeholders. For example.

KFU organized the 2" International
Conference on Food Security and
Environmental Sustainability in
cooperation with the Ministry of
Environment, Water and Agriculture and
the Public Authority for Food Security,
addressing national and global challenges

Career Week 2024

such as food security, environmental
sustainability,  and policy-innovation.
services.

Such events serve multiple purposes:
disseminating research, building
partnerships across academia-industry-

government, raising awareness on
sustainability topics, and reinforcing
KFU's role as a regional hub for

sustainable innovation and knowledge
exchange.

Summer Program: KFU offers a diverse
summer program with multiple tracks and
activities for children of university staff
and the wider community, catering to all
age groups and fostering creativity,
learning, and personal development.

ALECSO Cooperation Agreement:
Through a partnership with the Arab
League  Educational, Cultural and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO), KFU
enhances the skills of faculty members

Report 2024 - V5
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from member states. More than 1,000
trainees from 22 Arab countries have
benefited from the university’s online
training programs, strengthening regional
academic collaboration.

World Children’s Day 2024: KFU
actively participated in World Children’s
Day, supporting Saudi Arabia’s efforts to

Number of beneficiaries from countries through the
cooperation agreement between the Arab
Organization (ALECSO)
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promote child welfare and highlighting Al-
Ahsa as the Kingdom’s first “Child-
Friendly” city, recognized by UNICEF. The
event included workshops, scientific
papers, exhibitions, psychological
guidance, intelligence testing, and arts
activities, providing students, teachers,
and professionals with knowledge and
skills to improve educational and social
outcomes for children.

Career Week 2024: Career Week is a
flagship annual event at KFU, featuring
training, educational activities, and
executive learning programs. It equips
students with skills aligned with Saudi,

regional, and international labor markets,
supporting professional development and

enhancing employment  opportunities Future Scientists Program 2024:
across government, private, Supported by the Abdulmonem Al-Rashed
entrepreneurial, and free-market sectors. Humanitarian Foundation, the Future

Scientists Program at King Faisal
University is a comprehensive training
initiative for talented secondary school
students. The program aims to prepare
students for scientific research and
admission to top-ranked universities
worldwide, aligned with Saudi Vision 2030
and the strategic tracks of the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques Scholarship
Program. The three-month program
serves 35 male and female students and
includes lectures, laboratory sessions,
and factory \visits. It focuses on
developing research, innovation,
presentation, and teamwork skills, while
encouraging participation in local and
international competitions. Students are
trained across seven specialized tracks:
Engineering, Manufacturing and
Construction; Biotechnology; Renewable

World Children's Day 2024

Report 2024 - V5
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Intelligence in Medicine (Surgery); and
Anesthesiology. The program also =
strengthens community partnerships and | ==

provides financial support for scientific -
projects.

Mawhiba Academic Enrichment

Program 2024: In collaboration with King

Abdulaziz and His Companions

Foundation for Giftedness and Creativity,

King Faisal University hosted the 1 astaudl auildl eeiollaas 'd-‘“:”f:‘;
Mawhiba Academic Enrichment Program ( b Alrashed Humanitarian Founda
during the summer break for 134 students \
with the support of 22 trainers and
assistant trainers. The three-week
program included scientific and skills-
based modules, covering research,
volunteering, and administrative activities.
The program culminated in a closing
exhibition, where students showcased
innovations and research across multiple
fields, including medical and biological
sciences, data science and Al,
cybersecurity, renewable energy, and
physics, bridging theory and practical
application.

Abdulmonem
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Institutional Accreditation and Academic
Program Development: Affirming its
prestigious position and commitment to the

highest academic  and institutional
standards, KFU has received full
institutional accreditation from the
Education and  Training  Evaluation

Commission (through the National Center
for Academic Evaluation and Accreditation)
for the period November 2024 to October
2031. This achievement reflects the
university’s continuous efforts to enhance
its educational and administrative
environment, ensure sustainable high-
quality performance, and maintain
competitiveness in both national and
international education systems.

In alignment with labor market demands
and national development needs, the
university has introduced 14 new
bachelor’s degree programs in
specialized fields, enhancing graduate
employability and supporting
competitiveness in local and regional labor
markets. Additionally, to increase academic
flexibility and support student continuity, 10
intermediate diploma programs have
been developed as early exit options for
students facing academic challenges or
seeking alternatives to bachelor’s
programs. These diplomas provide
accredited qualifications for immediate labor
market entry while allowing students to
return later to continue their studies through
flexible, integrated pathways.

Report 2024 - V5
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Developing Interdisciplinary Programs:
In its efforts to promote academic
integration and multidisciplinary education,
KFU has introduced eight new
interdisciplinary programs. These
programs aim to connect knowledge and
experiences across different colleges,
provide students with flexible educational
pathways, and prepare national cadres
equipped to meet the evolving demands of
the labor market and keep pace with
scientific and professional developments.

Professional Certification and Graduate
Training Initiatives: KFU launched an
initiative to promote professional
certifications among its students, raising
awareness about their importance, types,
and available support programs. The
initiative included tours across all colleges,
benefiting 300 male and female students,
and aims to enhance  students’
competitiveness in the job market.

Training Programs for Graduating
Students: To  strengthen  graduate
readiness and align with Saudi Vision 2030,
KFU offers intensive professional
development programs for graduating and
soon-to-graduate students. In 2024, the
university implemented a training plan that
included 12 programs benefiting 250
students, and a total of 1,366
professional courses qualifying students
for industry-recognized certifications. These
efforts ensure that graduates gain practical
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skills that complement
degrees, improving
opportunities  and
success.

their academic
employment
supporting  career

Gartner Eye on Innovation Award 2024:
KFU won the 2024 Gartner Eye on
Innovation Award for Education in the
“Innovation in Teaching and Learning”
category. Presented by the National Center
for E-Learning, this prestigious global award
recognizes educational institutions that
excel in technological innovation.

KFU received the award for developing an

augmented reality (AR) application
delivering interactive 3D  educational
content, which enhances  students’

understanding of complex concepts and
improves their learning experience. The
project was selected from numerous
initiatives  worldwide,  highlighting the
university’s leadership in integrating modern
technology into education.

underscores KFU'’s
commitment to advancing education
through innovation and strengthens its
position as a leading global educational
institution.  Additionally, the university
received the Leadership in E-Learning
Awards (Innovation Level) from the
National Center for E-Learning,
recognizing its excellence in innovation,
impact, and best practices in e-learning and
training.

This achievement

Report 2024 - V5
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primary school

Innovation and Digital Excellence: KFU
achieved the highest level in the
‘Innovation” category of the 2024 National
Digital Education Index, an annual tool for
monitoring the progress of digital education
in Saudi Arabia. This recognition reflects
KFU’s alignment with rapid technological
advancements, its abilty to meet the
evolving needs of beneficiaries, and its
commitment to enhancing the quality of
digital education, empowering learners, and
fostering sustainable educational solutions.

:KFU AR Application KFU developed an
innovative  Augmented Reality (AR)
application that presents 57 educational
elements from the science, medical, and
engineering colleges in an interactive 3D
format. Students can explore and interact
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these educational elements via web
browsers, further expanding the benefits of
digital learning content.

ISO Certifications: The university has
obtained four ISO certifications: ISO 9001
QMS - Quality Management System ISO
20000 ITSMS - IT Service Management
System SO 22301 BCMS - Business
Continuity Management System ISO 27001
ISMS - Information Security Management
System. These certifications reflect KFU’s
commitment to quality, efficiency, and
information security in digital services, IT
support, software development, network
management, and training, ensuring high
standards for both staff and students.

Virtual Laboratories, Holograms, and
National Digital Platforms: KFU provides
interactive virtual laboratories that simulate
real lab environments, allowing students to
conduct experiments and analyze results
without physical presence or costly
equipment. Integrated with the Blackboard
e-learning system for physics, chemistry,
and biology curricula, these virtual labs
include 190 experiments, enhancing
accessibility and learning efficiency for
students and faculty.

Hologram Elements: KFU has integrated
advanced hologram technologies into its
educational system, offering 122 interactive
holographic elements through state-of-the-
art studios. Managed by a specialized team,
these holograms enrich the learning

Report 2024 - V5
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“ KFU AR

The
Deanship of E-Learning and Information
Technology at King Faisal University has
developed the KFU AR mobile application,
which leverages augmented reality (AR)
technology to deliver educational content in
an interactive, three-dimensional format.

KFU AR Mobile Application:

30
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environment, foster creativity, and optimize
the use of emerging technologies in digital
education.

FutureX National Platform: The university
actively contributes to the FutureX platform
of the National Center for E-Learning by
providing diverse educational resources.
KFU currently holds 79 active licenses
covering 70 educational tracks, with 87
courses completed and 1,458 benéeficiaries
engaged, demonstrating significant impact
and participation at the national level.

Quality in Service Delivery and Open
Educational Resources: KFU has
demonstrated excellence in e-learning and
distance education, achieving a 100%
comprehensive rating across all evaluated
criteria in 2023 and 2024 follow-up reports
by the National Center for E-Learning. The
assessed criteria included instructional
design, interaction, assessment and
evaluation, equity and accessibility,
technology, leadership development, and
ongoing support and training, reflecting
KFU’'s commitment to delivering a high- leadership in open education, expanding

quality, comprehensive e-learning access to high-quality resources, and
experience. serving both the academic community and
society.

KFU has also significantly contributed to the
National Open Educational Resources
Platform (OERX), increasing its uploaded
resources by 50%, bringing the total to
approximately 11,000 resources, with
engagement from over 121,000 users. This
achievement underscores the university’s
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the fifth goal:
GENDER EQUALITY

Research

Proportion of first-generation female students

Student access measures

Proportion of senior female academics

Proportion of women receiving degrees

Women's progress measures

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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KFU has adopted a formal policy to
ensure that women’s applications,
acceptance into programs, and full
participation in university life are
supported and encouraged. The policy
addresses three main areas: access
(applications), entry (admissions
/acceptance), and participation (in
academic programs, research, activities,
leadership).

It emphasizes equality in admissions
criteria for female applicants, actively
promotes their representation in fields
where they have historically been under-
represented, and provides institutional
mechanisms to support their success.
KFU’s commitment is part of its broader
institutional strategy for gender equality
and contributes to global goals of
inclusive education and equity.

KFU has implemented several measures
to promote gender equality and enhance
the participation of women in various
academic fields, particularly in research.
Here are some ways in which the
university has worked towards achieving
gender equality:

The Women's Affairs Sector: The
Women’s Affairs Sector is one of the
university’s key administrative sectors,
dedicated to representing and supporting
female students and staff across all
university divisions. It plays a vital role in
ensuring that women’s needs and
aspirations are addressed within the
university community. The sector includes
a range of departments and service units
that provide comprehensive support for
women, offering strategic visions and

Report 2024 - V5
All rights reserved to KFU 2025 ©

development plans aimed at enhancing
women’s participation in the university
and society. It focuses on empowering
women, promoting their leadership roles,
and contributing to their academic,
professional, and personal development.

Women’s Development Unit: The
Women’s Development Unit operates
under the Women’s Affairs Sector and is
responsible for implementing programs
and initiatives that strengthen women’s
leadership and innovation capabilities.
The wunit designs training courses,
workshops, and mentoring programs to
foster career advancement,
entrepreneurial spirit, and community
engagement among female students and
staff.

Initiative to enhance women's research
and innovation contributions and
maximize their cognitive and societal
impact:

One of the strategic research initiatives



GENDER
EQUALITY

that aims to enhance women's research
contributions and women's empowerment.

One of the most important goals of this
strategy is to support and motivate raising
the level of women's participation among
faculty members, researchers and
students, and investing their energies in
the fields of research, innovation, projects,
and scientific publishing in vital and
strategic areas, through multiple tracks,
most notably:

1- Promising Female Researcher Track.
2- Women's Research and Studies Track.
3-Interdisciplinary and Joint Research
Track.
4-Pioneering
Researchers.
5- Innovation Track.

6- Summer Grant.

7- Research Apprenticeship.

Track for Female
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This initiative also supports a package of
distinguished scientific publishing
rewards, and through multiple activity
projects that contribute to developing
research skills, most notably:

1-The Digital Researcher Project, which
aims to train and develop female
researchers on modern digital research
tools.

2-Holding  workshops  for  female
researchers to discuss enhancing their
role in the scientific research process at
the university and discussing possibilities
and challenges.

3-Holding training courses for female
researchers dedicated to developing
research and publishing skills.

KFU Students

We Come to You Initiative: As part of its
continuous efforts to empower female
staff and students, KFU launched the “We
Come to You” initiative in cooperation with
the Civil Status Office in Al-Ahsa. This
initiative aims to facilitate access to
essential civil and administrative services
directly on campus, allowing female
students and staff to complete their official
procedures efficiently and conveniently
without the need to visit external offices.
Through this initiative, the university
demonstrates its commitment to creating
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Programs like the Mawhiba Enrichment
Research Program further advance

women’s participation in science and Y. meriin ) oes
research by equipping schoolgirls with : .
essential research and innovation skills.

(o0 o dgn s
Complementing these efforts, the free i3 At
student transportation system ensures
a safe and supportive environment that
promotes both educational success and

personal empowerment.
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KFU encourages female students to apply
for academic programs in fields where
women have historically been under-
represented such as the College of
Veterinary Medicine and  Electrical
Engineering.
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Developing the talents of female students in public Schedules for female student transport buses

schools to and from KFU

KFU has established policies to support
employees through major life-events
such as childbirth and early parenthood,
aligning with its commitment to gender
equity and inclusive workforce practices.
The policies aim to facilitate both
maternity leave for female staff and
paternity leave for male staff, thereby
promoting inclusion, work-life balance
and continued professional participation.

Fars| Al These efforts reflect institutional

recognition that supporting parenting

Percentages of female students in veterinary medicine responsibilities is key to retaining and
over the past years empowering all staff members.
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Number of patients Number of female
visiting gynecology and graduates
obstetrics clinics

Providing childcare
facilities for female
employees and
students
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 6t goal:
CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION




CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

KFU recognizes water resources as a
critical sustainability priority especially in
arid regions and frames its water-
management strategy as a core
component of its institutional mission.

The university emphasizes that
sustainable use, reuse, education and
training in water systems are essential not
only for its campus operations but also for
regional development and ecosystem
health. The initiative aligns with SDG 6
(Clean Water & Sanitation).

Operational Water Management: KFU
monitors water-production sources (wells,
desalinated  water) and operates
wastewater-treatment plants so that
treated water is reused for irrigation and
landscaping rather than simply
discharged.

The university has introduced drought-
resistant planting schemes and irrigation
network optimization to reduce water
consumption in its green spaces and
campus landscaping.

Training & Educational Opportunities:
Through its Water & Environmental
Studies Centre (and associated training
units), KFU delivers training programs in
water-resource management, efficient
irrigation design, wastewater reuse and
related technologies.

The university offers training courses for
staff, students and external stakeholders
(farmers, industry) on topics such as
"Water Quantities Estimation for Crops",
sustainable water-systems, and planning

Report 2024 - V5
All rights reserved to KFU 2025 ©

of irrigation networks.

KFU also provides community-outreach
programs raising awareness about water-
conservation practices, the importance of
protecting freshwater ecosystems and the
role of smart water management.

KFU undertakes measures to prevent
contamination of its water-supply systems
and treated effluent networks, recognizing
that polluted discharges can compromise
freshwater ecosystems and downstream
uses. The university’s approach includes
using insulated piping systems to keep
potable and non-potable lines separate,
implementing water-quality monitoring for
treated effluent and discharge and
entering into cooperation agreements (for
example with the National Center for
Water Efficiency) to enhance scientific
research, training and advisory services
aimed at improving the integrity of water
supply chains.

4
O

Water Desalination Sewage Treatment
Stations Stations



CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

Raising Community Awareness of
Optimal Water Use:

In cooperation with the Ministry of Water
and Electricity, King Faisal University
organized an awareness activity titled
“‘Water is Our Life.” The initiative aimed to
educate the community about the vital
importance of water, highlight the water
challenges facing the Kingdom, and
promote effective methods for water
conservation.

Planting drought-resistant plants to reduce water
use

Commitment to the National Guide for
Water Conservation Services and
Efficiency:

KFU is fully committed to implementing
the National Guide  for  Water
Conservation Services and Efficiency
across all its sectors. The university
integrates these national standards into its
operations to ensure the efficient use of
water resources and to align with the
Kingdom’s broader sustainability and
resource management goals.

King Faisal University Research in
Water Technologies and Conservation:

Seawater Desalination Research in Al-
Ahsa: Among the university’s notable
contributions to water innovation is its

providing clean and free drinking water for
everyone at the university
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CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

seawater desalination research conducted
in the Al-Ahsa region. This project was
featured in the final report issued by the
Ministry of Water, Environment, and
Agriculture, entitled “Water Innovation for
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Research on Drinking Water Quality in the
Al-Ahsa  Region: The Water and
Environmental Studies Center at King
Faisal University, through its Water
Quiality Unit, conducts advanced research
and training activites for various

: : i ciga Jyta?
co-mm.u.nlty sectors._ The center prowd'es wwmwwwgmwwxn
scientific and technical support on topics AR M

related to water security, water quality . 1P: 0135897287 {WESERPU EGU BA)

management, and water conservation,
reinforcing the university’s leadership in
sustainable water resource management.

KFU recognizes that water security is a

critical regional and national priority, -

especially in the context of Saudi Arabia's m*hhb%ﬂ'ﬂé!
arid climate and resource constraints. The 'uﬁ‘mﬂ!;\#::@
university’s  “Cooperation for Water (otel) YAghinliodh 5o B DAl
Security” initiative emphasizes Your Wudu is Oredianc

partnerships, research collaborations, and
stakeholder engagement to ensure
reliable and sustainable water systems.

ek
P 13- k]

One of the signs found in the university mosques
that encourages conserving water
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The university’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship sector supports projects aimed at conserving water
outside the university campus in the Small Business Incubators Program in cooperation with all
community stakeholders, including the General Irrigation Corporation.
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CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION
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Agreement with the National Center for Water Efficiency and Conservation
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 7th goal:
AFFORDABLE AND CLEAN ENERGY

5
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University measures towards affordable and clean energy
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students to reduce private car use and
associated CO, emissions.

KFU has collaborated with a bank (the
Saudi Investment Bank) to provide free
bicycles across three stations within
campus, promoting low-carbon mobility.

KFU provides free transportation services
for both staff and students as part of its
efforts to promote  environmental
sustainability. This initiative aims to
reduce the number of private vehicles
entering the campus, thereby decreasing
carbon dioxide emissions and contributing
to a cleaner, greener university
environment.

Environmental Compliance License:
KFU has obtained an environmental
compliance license from the National
Center for Environmental Monitoring in
Saudi Arabia, confirming the university’s
commitment to adhering to local and
international environmental standards in
all its projects. These standards ensure
that the university’s energy management
practices meet the highest levels of
efficiency, promote strategies to reduce

energy consumption across the campus
and identify areas of significant energy
waste for continuous improvement.

Energy Efficiency and Management:
KFU continuously monitors and identifies
energy-intensive areas across its buildings,
with particular attention to those that
consume high levels of energy due to air
conditioning. Approximately 75% of the
university’s total energy consumption is
attributed to air conditioning, primarily due
to the climatic conditions of Saudi Arabia.
To address this, KFU has implemented a
building management system (BMS)
designed to optimize air conditioning
operations by controlling and scheduling
operating hours. In addition, recognizing
that lighting is another major source of
energy consumption, the university has
replaced conventional light bulbs with
energy-efficient LED lighting, integrated
with electronic control systems and motion
sensors to minimize unnecessary usage.
The university also employs advanced
thermal insulation materials and
incorporates large glass surfaces to
maximize natural daylight. Furthermore, all




AFFORDABLE AND
CLEAN ENERGY
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new buildings adhere to special design
specifications for windows and wall glass,
aimed at reducing heat transfer and
lowering air conditioning demand
supporting the university’s broader goal of
enhancing energy efficiency and
environmental sustainability.

Cooperation with Shell in Saudi Arabia
and Bahrain: KFU signed a cooperation
agreement with Shell in Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain to explore areas of mutual
collaboration in the energy sector. The
agreement aims to strengthen relations
between the two parties and discuss
opportunities for innovation and
development in energy technologies, as
Shell is one of the world’s leading energy
companies.

*

Participation in the Second International
Conference on Sustainability:
Development and Innovation
(ICSDI2024): KFU participated in the
Second International Conference on
Sustainability: Development and Innovation
(ICSDI2024), held at Prince Sultan
University in  Riyadh. During the
conference, the Department of Mechanical
Engineering presented several research
papers focused on renewable energy
innovation, sustainable manufacturing, and
environmentally friendly industrial
processes, highlighting the university’s
commitment to sustainability-driven
research.

Energy Training Courses 1{]§
Governments and the Community: The
College of Engineering, in collaboration with
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Various energy measurements were taken in a range of university buildings to identify those that consume the most energy
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the Saudi Energy Efficiency Center (SEEC),
conducted specialized training courses and
workshops to enhance energy-related
knowledge and skills among government
and community members. Key programs
included:

Workshop: Sustainable Energy Storage
Devices Essential Skills and Knowledge in
Lithium-ion Battery Manufacturing,
addressing the fundamentals of energy
storage technologies.

Innovation in the Energy Sector — Evidence
in the Field of Renewable Energy,
organized by the Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center, which discussed
current and future trends, challenges, and
innovation statistics in renewable energy
across Saudi Arabia.

Lecture: Traditional vs. Renewable Energy
Sources, emphasizing the environmental
advantages of renewable energy and its
role in pollution reduction.
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Training Program: The Role of Digital
Transformation in Promoting Sustainability,
exploring how digital technologies—such as
Al and the Internet of Things (loT) can
enhance energy efficiency, reduce waste,
and promote sustainability in energy
systems, agriculture, and transportation.

Advanced Grid-Linked Photovoltaic
Solar Energy and Energy Storage
Technologies Program: This program
equips participants with the knowledge and
tools to design grid-linked photovoltaic
systems tailored to Saudi Arabia’s solar
energy resources, while also addressing
technical and regulatory frameworks
relevant to renewable energy deployment.

Participation in the NetOThon Energy
Hackathon: King Faisal University was
among the top six projects in the Kingdom
selected for the NetOThon Energy
Hackathon, organized by Saudi Aramco at
the Dhahran Expo. The university team
presented an innovative project focused on
carbon utilization, demonstrating how




Digital Transformation Strategy 2020-
2024 and Digital Transformation
Program 2020:

The strategy and program intensively
cover all aspects including Setting and
Infrastructure. KFU uses energy saving
infrastructure and the use of SCADA
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One energy-saving method is the use of
materials that reduce heat loss, such as
aluminum and wood
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King Faisal University received a distinguished medal in Energy

Conservation from the Saudi Energy Efficiency Center (KAFAA)




stored carbon can be manufactured and
converted into diamonds using High-
Pressure High-Temperature (HPHT)

technology, which compresses graphite into ™

diamonds and

pressure.

through extreme heat

Engineering College Training Courses:
The College of Engineering conducted a
training  course titled “Sustainable
Construction”, designed to introduce
participants to the principles of building
sustainability and its role in conserving
natural resources and minimizing
environmental impact.

INNOVATE

TODAY
FORA

Sustainable
TOMORROW

Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Sector: The Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Sector at KFU provides a
wide range of services to the private and
industrial sectors, including specialized
environmental services. The sector plays a
vital role in promoting innovation,
sustainability, and community engagement
across various disciplines.

First Environmental Exhibition:
"Renewable Energy for a Better
Environment“: In cooperation with the
Green Horizons Environmental Association,
KFU organized the First Environmental
Forum and Exhibition under the theme

‘Renewable  Energy for a  Better
Environment.” The event was held as part
of the Saudi Green Initiative and the Green
Middle East Initiative.The forum highlighted
the university’s commitment to scientific
and community-based projects aimed at
improving quality of life, protecting future
generations, increasing green spaces,
expanding reliance on clean energy,
reducing carbon emissions, and addressing
climate change challenges.

College of Engineering
Environment Week:

1. Solar Evaporative Air-Cooling System
Project Developed by the Department of
Electrical Engineering, this project presents
a cooling model tailored for desert
environments. It uses solar energy and
water to produce cool air, eliminating the
need for harmful refrigerants and thereby
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

2. 500 kW Photovoltaic Solar Power
System for the College of Engineering
BuildingLed by the Department of
Mechanical Engineering, this project

Projects




focuses on installing a cost-effective solar
power system utilizing the most efficient,
unshaded roof areas. The system has an
estimated payback period of 6.5 years and
a levelized energy cost of SAR 0.18/kWh,
demonstrating the university’s dedication to
renewable energy solutions.

3. Smart Electrical Connection System for
Energy Efficiency in Enclosed Spaces:
Developed by the Department of Electrical
Engineering, this smart plug system
integrates multiple features, supports
various electrical connections, and can be
remotely controlled via Wi-Fi, enhancing
energy efficiency in indoor environments.

Patents in Energy-Saving Technologies:
KFU researchers continue to innovate in
energy-saving and efficiency-enhancing
technologies, contributing to national efforts
in  sustainability and clean energy
advancement.

Environmental Protection Unit:

It works to raise environmental awareness
in the community and reduce the expected
damage to the environment from various
industrial and community  activities,
including raising awareness of energy
conservation and reducing energy waste.

Code Lab:

King Faisal University provides all means of
support and advice to the governmental,
local and regional sectors, The university
established the Code Lab, which provides a
set of services and consultations aimed at
enhancing the culture of digital
entrepreneurship, raising the level of
adoption of emerging technologies, raising
the contribution of the digital economy to
the gross domestic product, increasing
women's participation in the digital
entrepreneurship sector, directing
investment opportunities in the field of
digital entrepreneurship, creating new job
opportunities, localizing technology and
financial support for emerging companies.
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500 kW PV Solar System for '
College of Engineering
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Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth,
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DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 8t goal:
DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH

@® 2023 2024

Research on 8th Goal

Employment practice

Expenditure per employee

Students taking work placements

Employees on secure contracts
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DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

o

KFU seeks to promote decent work and
economic growth by implementing a
range of strategic measures and best
practices.

Minimum Wage: KFU is fully committed
to adhering to the labor regulations of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia concerning the
minimum wage. By ensuring that all
employees receive a fair and living wage,
the university supports sustainable
economic growth and contributes to
improving the overall standard of living for
its workforce.

Equal Rights and Outsourcing: KFU is
committed to ensuring that both male and
female employees receive equal pay in
accordance with the applicable job scale
established in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. This commitment promotes
gender equality in the workplace and
fosters a fair, inclusive environment that
drives economic growth by leveraging the
full potential of all employees.

Employment Policy on Non-
Discrimination: KFU has established
comprehensive policies that promote
freedom, equality, and non-discrimination
in the workplace. By maintaining an
inclusive environment free from bias or
prejudice, the university ensures that all
individuals have equal opportunities to

contribute to economic growth and
development based on their skills,
competencies, and qualifications

regardless of their
personal characteristics.

background or
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Modern Slavery: KFU has established a
clear policy to prevent and address any
form of modern slavery. By ensuring the fair
and ethical treatment of all employees,
contractors, and suppliers, the university
upholds human rights standards, supports
the principles of decent work, and
contributes to sustainable economic growth.
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Number of
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work



DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

o

Appeal Process: The university has procedures. By promoting transparency,
implemented an appeal process that accountability, and open communication,.
enables employees to express concerns,

submit complaints, and provide

suggestions related to their work. This

mechanism ensures that every employee

has a voice and access to fair resolution
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The university's salary scale shows the minimum wage and does not discriminate between male and female salaries
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Examples of platforms for receiving suggestions and complaints at the university
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INDUSTRY. INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 9th goal:
INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE
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INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

KFU aligns with Sustainable Development
Goal 9 Dby building its innovation
infrastructure, promoting research-to-
industry processes, and strengthening its
business development capacity. As part of
this strategy, the university established in
2020 its Innovation and Business
Development Sector, which includes units
such as a Fab Lab, technology transfer
unit, investment & resource development
cell, and industrial relations department.

Leading Business Services Center is a
leading hub offering decision support,

business  analytics, and statistical
consulting services across various
sectors. The center provides
comprehensive solutions that include
designing data collection tools and

questionnaires, managing and analyzing
data, developing infographics and
interactive dashboards for intelligent
business  analytics, and delivering
benchmarking and survey services. It also
offers decision support and policy
analysis, specialized training in business
analytics and statistical software, as well
as the preparation and review of strategic
plans and feasibility studies, all aimed at
enhancing institutional performance and
supporting  evidence-based  decision-
making.

Funding Scientific Research Projects
Ending with an Innovative Prototype:
This initiative, managed by the Industrial
Relations Unit at KFU, supports research
projects that culminate in the development
of innovative prototypes. The program
encourages research aligned with the
university’s core focus areas food security
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and environmental sustainability with the
goal of transforming research outcomes
into practical innovations that enhance the
quality of local products and contribute to
national development.
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INDUSTRY., INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
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2024 Gartner Eye on Innovation Award
for Education:

KFU has been honored with the 2024
Gartner Eye on Innovation Award for
Education in the category of Innovation in
Teaching and Learning. This prestigious
global award, presented by Gartner, a
renowned U.S.-based consulting firm, and
recognized nationally by the National
Center for E-Learning, celebrates
institutions that demonstrate exceptional
technological innovation in education.
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INSTITUTION RANKING

25 CORNELL UNIVERSITY .oooomnmiiicenictereescae
26 UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO .. ...y,

26 REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

28 UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

28 GEORGIA TECH RESEARCH CORPORATION ...
30 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY ... oot
N THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

32 CITY UNWVERSITY OF HONG KONG ... ... ...

33 OSAKA UNIVERSITY. ....oooiooioiiiioiotiimaeiniiessnimia

WORLDWIDE UNIVERSITIES
GRANTED U.S. UTILITY PATENTS

Number of
Patents

Developing an augmented reality (AR)
application:

This application provides interactive 3D
educational content, enabling students to
better understand complex concepts and
enhancing their overall learning experience.
The project was selected from numerous
innovative initiatives submitted by leading
educational institutions worldwide,
underscoring  King Faisal  University’s
leadership in integrating modern technologies
into the educational process. This award
reflects the university’s strong commitment to
leveraging technology to improve the quality
of education and reinforces its position as a
globally recognized institution at the forefront
of educational innovation.

Leadership in E-Learning Awards:
(Innovation Level) from the National Center
for E-Learning, achieving recognition in three
main tracks: Innovation, Excellence, and
Impact.
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Reduce inequality within and among countries
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 10th goal: REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

@ 2023 2024

Research

First-generation students

Students from developing countries

Proportion of students with disabilities

Proportion of employees with disabilities

Measures against discrimination

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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10 REDUCED
INEUUALITIES
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KFU is actively committed to ensuring
inclusivity and reducing inequalities in

education and access, focusing on

under-represented groups such as [

students with disabilities, international

students, students from under-served

families, and those facing chronic

illnesses. The university reports efforts to J

monitor admission and support outcomes,

including the establishment of a dedicated SAR

unit for students with disabilities,

admission of more international students,
and tracking female student admission
rates. By systematically tracking these
under-represented groups, KFU aims to
foster equitable opportunities, remove

barriers to education, and integrate social
inclusion into its sustainability agenda.

Disability Support Program

KFU has a dedicated people with
Disabilities Unit that coordinates support
services for students with disabilities.
Typical services provided include:
Assistive technologies and devices (such
as screen-readers, Braille materials) and
adaptation of educational tools for
students with disabilities. Accessible

campus facilities: modified infrastructure

including ramps, accessible toilets, 45 < 600 <
barrier-free pathways for people with

mobility impairments. Academic and @

counselling support: guidance services, i
skll_l-_deyelopment _ works_hops and Number of Staffand
facilitation of services tailored to the nationalities of  Students with
needs of disabled students. students disabilities
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KFU grants 113 seats for people with disability, and a support

amount of 500000 SAR
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King Faisal University's participation in the Study in Saudi Arabia exhibition, which aims to attract international students from
all over the world

Integration Program for Orphans

KFU, in its efforts to support orphaned
students, organized the third edition of its
Takamul Center summer programs at its
campus in 2024. This initiative reflects the
university's commitment to ongoing
cooperation as part of its social
responsibility and its contribution to
supporting human capacity development
programs, based on a well-researched
scientific methodology and following best
scientific and training practices. The
university offers a range of enrichment
programs in several specialized and
specialized fields through the Takamul

Report 2024 - V5
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Center, including the "Bokra" and
"Basmat" summer programs. These
programs target male and female orphans
from all regions of the Kingdom and are
considered among the most distinguished
programs in the Arab world, targeting
more than 330 orphans across 17 diverse
specialized tracks.

The program was accompanied by an
exhibition featuring more than 40 projects
presented by students participating in the
Basmat and Entrepreneurship programs.
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KFU has appointed a University Diversity Faculty Recruitment: KFU actively
Officer as part of its effort to enhance seeks to attract faculty members from
inclusivity, eliminate discrimination and developing countries and low-income
promote equal opportunity across its regions. By offering opportunities to
operations. This role supports the scholars from underrepresented areas,
university’'s commitment to recruiting the university fosters diversity and helps
faculty from under-represented regions, reduce inequalities in access to academic
awarding scholarships to students with positions.

disabilities or from low-income

communities, enforcing a
non-discriminatory admissions policy, and
providing support services for persons
with special needs.

Providing Free Educational
Opportunities for Students: KFU offers
free education to all undergraduate
students. In addition, the university
provides complimentary study seats for
the most underprivileged segments of
society. To further support access to
education, the university has established
numerous agreements with community
organizations, including charitable Percentage of non-Saudi employees at the university
societies and other sectors, to offer free

study seats and e-learning enrollment for

those unable to attend classes in person.
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ALECSO Member States Training
Programs: In cooperation with the Arab
League Educational, Cultural, and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO), King
Faisal University implements training
programs aimed at enhancing the skills
and expertise of faculty members from
universities across ALECSO member
states.

Workshops and Training Programs for
People with Disabilities: KFU is
committed to empowering individuals with
disabilites through a variety of
workshops, training courses, and inclusive
initiatives.

Workshop: The Journey of Empowering
People with Disabilities in Employment
organized as part of Career Week
activities, aimed at promoting employment
opportunities and workplace inclusion.

Fundamentals of Saudi Sign Language
Training Course: Designed to enhance
communication and inclusivity within the
university community.

Capacity Building Program: Targeted at
individuals with Down syndrome to
strengthen their personal and professional
skills.

Participation in Sports Championships
for People with Disabilities: In line with
the university’s efforts to promote sports
inclusion and academic excellence for all
segments of society, especially students
with disabilities, KFU participated in the
Athletics Championship for People with
Disabilities in Riyadh.
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Workshop (The Journey of Empowering People with Disabilities in the Field)
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 11th goal:
SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES

2023 @ 2024

Research

Support of arts and hentage

Expenditure on arts and hentage

Sustainable practices

2000 2 40%  60% = 80%
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Rehabilitation of several buildings in the Faculty of Arts

)



SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND COMMUNITIES

éa

KFU recognizes that reducing commuting
and physical presence on campus for
certain functions contributes to its
sustainability strategy specifically by
lowering vehicle usage, reducing carbon
emissions, supporting digital
transformation, and aligning campus
operations with environmentally-friendly
practices.

The university allows staff and faculty to
work remotely for selected administrative
and operational tasks.

KFU has issued a Remote Work Guide,
providing guidance and support to staff
and faculty on efficient remote-working
practices. This approach reduces the
need for physical commuting, minimizing
carbon emissions and promoting a
greener campus.
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KFU has adopted a policy to give priority
to pedestrian access within its campus.
Whenever new buildings or public-zones
are developed (or existing ones
redeveloped), the design must favor
pedestrians and cyclists ensuring safe,
comfortable, and inclusive access
pathways.

KFU has embedded a planning and
development standard into its campus
growth strategy that stipulates all new
buildings, and major renovations must
adhere to sustainable-construction
criteria, such as energy-efficient design,
sustainable materials, increased green
space and pedestrian-friendly layouts.
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KFU achieves third place in the 2024 Digital Transformation
Measurement
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1 SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND COMMUNITIES
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This approach ensures that
infrastructure expansion aligns with the
university’s institutional identity (food
security & environmental sustainability)
and supports the UN Sustainable
Development  Goal11  (Sustainable
Cities & Communities). By using such
build-standards, KFU seeks to reduce
its environmental footprint, enhance
operational efficiency, and position its
campus as a model of sustainable
infrastructure.
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 12th goal:
RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION

® 2023 2024

Operational measures

Proportion of recycled waste

Publication of sustainability report

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Organic Waste Management and
Recycling at the Research and Training
Station:

Agricultural and animal waste contains
large quantities of organic materials
resulting from farming and food
processing activities. In the past, this
waste was often regarded as worthless
and disposed of improperly, leading to
environmental pollution and the spread of
disease. Recognizing the importance of
sustainable resource management and
the need to increase food production
efficiency, the concept of recycling
agricultural and animal waste has
emerged as a vital practice. This
approach transforms waste from an
environmental burden into a valuable
source of organic materials that enhance
agricultural  productivity and protect
natural ecosystems. Through recycling,
these wastes are converted into natural
organic fertilizers used across fields,
gardens, and green spaces. This process
also offers researchers and students
hands-on learning opportunities to study
and apply practical techniques in waste
recycling and organic fertilizer production.
Types of Organic Waste and
Management Methods:

1. Plant Waste: Generated from various
field operations and crop cultivation within
the station, plant residues are collected
and transported to designated areas for
safe treatment and recycling. These
materials undergo processing and are
reused in the production of organic
fertilizers that improve soil fertility and
promote sustainable agricultural practices

Report 2024 - V5
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This
includes waste from cattle,
sheep, horse, and poultry training and
research units. After proper composting

2. Organic Waste
category

(Compost):

and processing, the resulting organic
material is applied to agricultural lands as
a natural fertilizer, enriching soil structure
and maintaining long-term productivity.

3. Veterinary Organic Waste: Veterinary
waste and animal carcasses are managed
using high-temperature organic
incinerators, ensuring the complete
elimination of pathogens and pollutants.
This environmentally friendly disposal
method safeguards both animal and
human health while maintaining ecological
integrity.

Machinery and Processing Equipment:
The station is equipped with advanced
machinery to support efficient waste
recycling operations:

Shredding and Cutting Machine
(CARAVAGGI - ltaly): With a production
capacity of 8-10 cubic meters per hour,
this machine shreds and cuts tree
branches, small stems, crop residues, and
wood into fine particles that decompose
rapidly  through  microbial  activity,
expediting the composting process.
Fertilizer Line Agitator (SITTLER -
Canada): This equipment features a
circular axle over 2.15 meters wide and
operates through a tractor’s hydraulic and
rotational power. It functions by turning
and aerating compost lines, enhancing
oxygen flow and supporting aerobic
decomposition, which accelerates the
production of high-quality organic fertilizer.
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Organic Waste Management
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KFU adopts a clear policy for securing  processing (up to 10,000 litres/day),
sustainable and ethically-sourced food  beekeeping, and feed-crop production.
and supply chains. The university’s “Policy ~ Surplus produce is used for internal
on Ethical Sourcing of Food and Supplies”  consumption or community distribution.

ensures that food provided across The sustainability initiatives implemented in
campus is high-quality and obtained 2024 resulted in quantifiable outcomes,
according to international best practices. including a 25% reduction in energy
The university operates a dedicated consumption and a 19% increase in

training & research station: it includes = community participation in environmental

orchards, hydroponic greenhouses  programs. These outcomes illustrate KFU’s
(10,000 m2), nurseries, animal-husbandry  alignment with SDG 12 (Responsible

units (cows, sheep, goats, poultry), dairy Consumption and Production).

£
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Take urgent action to combat climate change and its
impacts
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1 CLIMATE
ACTION

KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 13th goal:
CLIMATE ACTION

® 2023 2024

Research

Low carbon energy use

Environmental educafion measures

Commitment to carbon neutral university

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Report 2024 - V5
All rights reserved to KFU 2025 ©



1 CLIMATE
ACTION

KFU places strong emphasis on
climate education as part of its local
community outreach and
sustainability mission. Through its
Local Education initiative, KFU
extends learning beyond the campus
to raise awareness about climate
change, environmental protection,
and sustainable living among
residents of Al-Ahsa and the wider
Eastern Region.
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During 2024, KFU organized [ s i

specialized programs in renewable | Sl

energy and circular economy ‘:":‘:‘w

education. The university delivered AP a5 A

16 training workshops and six L

national conferences addressing acliscuan osaiad :’;‘::‘_‘:

sustainable  innovation, thereby AR

strengthening institutional capacity i Wy

and regional awareness. Pomee ey
5 o e e J e L T

These activities are designed for all —;ﬁﬁ@;;,.

groups in society, including students, T o ey T Tt

families, and professionals, helping Py Wi tod Nt it

them understand the links between T e T kg

local environmental actions and T

e
" Utiation of Teatile INwdarge Priniting Pronesghe in Creadan

global climate goals.

KFU also collaborates with local
authorities, schools, and NGOs to
deliver climate-focused programs,
promote the use of renewable
energy, and encourage
environmentally responsible
behavior. By integrating climate
education into community learning,
the university contributes to SDG 4  people with the knowledge and skills needed to
(Quality Education) and SDG 13 build a more sustainable and climate-resilient
(Climate Action), empowering future.
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1 CLIMATE
ACTION

3

KFU has published a comprehensive
Climate Action Plan that outlines its
institutional commitment to addressing
climate change  through education,
awareness and operational measures. The
plan  highlights environmental-education
programs for the 2023-2024 academic year
(such as the “Green Buildings Forum”,
desertification monitoring forums, tree-

L e ——

planting campaigns, and Earth Hour T — :

e5
participation) and details how the university L

is integrating awareness, research, training = ~ : IS A @
and_ partnershlps (fOI" ex_ample with  the Cooperation with the National Center for Environmental
National Centre for Vegetation Development Compliance

& Combating Desertification) into its climate

response strategy. Through these efforts, il

KFU contributes directly to SDG 13 (Climate
Action) and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and
Communities) 0} reducing carbon
emissions, promoting energy efficiency, and
fostering sustainability education at the
community level. Continuous monitoring and
performance evaluation ensure that each

=<
N

=
v

Turn off all the lights on campus for sixty minutes - Earth

initiative aligns with measurable global Hour 2024
benchmarks.

KFU
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Saudi Green Building Forum
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3

KFU emphasizes its institutional
responsibility to the environment and
surrounding community by embracing co-
operative planning to address climate-
change disasters. The university lists a
series of collaborative initiatives including:
participation in the international forum
“Mechanisms for Monitoring
Desertification and Means of Tackling It”;
cooperation with King Salman Energy City
(“SPARK”) on renewable energy, power-
grid  distribution,  vegetation  cover
expansion and sand-encroachment
control; a memorandum with the Imam
Abdulaziz Bin Muhammad Royal Nature
Reserve to protect and increase
vegetation in natural reserves as part of
desertification mitigation; collaboration
with the Saudi Society for Environment &
Combating Desertification; partnership
with the National Center for Vegetation
Development & Combating Desertification
through knowledge-exchange and
agricultural cooperation; an annual tree-
planting campaign aiming at 45,000
seedlings and trees; hosting a workshop
on “Research, Development & Innovation
for the Saudi Green Initiative and the
Implementation Plan of Afforestation”;
organizing a training course on
“Sustainable Construction” and hosting a
forum associated with the corporate
exhibit “NETOTHON” which supports the
Kingdom’s 2060 carbon-neutrality goal; as
well as signing a cooperation agreement
with the National Center  for
Environmental Compliance to raise
environmental quality, similarly joining the
global “Earth Hour 2024” campaign by
switching off campus lights for sixty
minutes. These activities reflect KFU’s
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strategic integration of climate action into
education, research, community outreach
and partnerships embodying a holistic
approach to climate mitigation, adaptation
and resilience aligned with the UN
Sustainable  Development Goal 13
(Climate Action).
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KFU actively supports national and
regional government efforts through a
variety of institutional mechanisms. Key
initiatives include the establishment of the
Code Lab, which provides consulting and
digital-entrepreneurship services to
government agencies; collaboration with
the General Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises (Monshaat) to deliver
programs promoting freelance work,
entrepreneurship and SME capacity-
building; hosting major conferences such
as the “2nd International Conference on
Food Security and Environmental
Sustainability” in partnership with the

NET@®THON

| Exhibition

Ministry of Environment, Water and
Agriculture (MEWA) and the Public
Authority for Food Security, thereby
advancing policy dialogue and research-
to-practice linkages; and engaging in
strategic institutional agreements to
provide advisory services, technology

transfer  and policy  support to
governmental  stakeholders.  Through
these actions, KFU embeds its

sustainability mission into public-sector
collaboration, aligning both its academic
strengths and operational capabilities with
the objectives of the Saudi Vision 2030
framework.
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Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development
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1 LIFE
BELOW WATER

KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 14t goal:
LIFE BELOW WATER

® 2023 2024

Research

Supporting aquatic ecosystems through education

Supporting aquatic ecosystems through action

Water sensifive waste disposal

Maintaining a local ecosystem

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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KFU states its commitment to being a
leader in the field of water and aquatic
ecosystems (biological water systems)
and biodiversity in the region. The
university positions itself to work with
partners and community institutions to
support national transformation and
generate knowledge beneficial to both
local and global society.

Research and training through the Fish
Resources Research Center: KFU’s
Fish-Resources Research Centre plays a
prominent role in research, studies and
practical consultations in the areas of the

exploitation, management and W2y dleall eyl apiady Akl et BT

development of living aquatic resources » SSpell Stary delall ligall Jalad B
0 0 s de LAJ1 (LS T

whether from natural fisheries or through e e o e

fish-farming and monitoring the health of RO
aquatic ecosystems. o E—
Water & Environmental Studies Centre
Programs: The university's Water &
Environmental Studies Centre offers
training courses, consulting services in
water sciences and related areas.
Objectives include conducting
distinguished research and publishing in
water & environment fields; transferring
and localizing water-technologies;
adopting Sl water-management
systems (Internet of Things for water
monitoring); developing methods for
treating wastewater and  industrial
effluents; improving water-quality;
contributing to environmental
sustainability via research and new tech;
providing consultancy; and forming
partnerships with national and
international research centers.

ollogjlal
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KFU states its commitment to being a
leader in the field of water and aquatic
ecosystems (biological water systems)
and biodiversity in the region. The
university positions itself to work with
partners and community institutions to
support national transformation and
generate knowledge beneficial to both
local and global society.

Research and training through the Fish
Resources Research Center: KFU’s
Fish-Resources Research Centre plays a
prominent role in research, studies and
practical consultations in the areas of the
exploitation, management and
development of living aquatic resources
whether from natural fisheries or through
fish-farming and monitoring the health of
aquatic ecosystems.

Water & Environmental Studies Centre
Programs: The university's Water &
Environmental Studies Centre offers
training courses, consulting services in
water sciences and related areas.
Objectives include conducting
distinguished research and publishing in
water & environment fields; transferring
and localizing water-technologies;
adopting Sl water-management
systems (Internet of Things for water
monitoring); developing methods for
treating wastewater and industrial
effluents; improving water-quality;
contributing to environmental
sustainability via research and new tech;
providing consultancy; and forming
partnerships with national and
international research centers.
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KFU is deeply committed to promoting
sustainable fisheries as part of its
environmental and sustainability strategy
aligned with SDG 14: Life Below Water.
Through its Fish Resources Research
Center, the university conducts research,
training, and awareness programs
focused on the sustainable management
of aquatic living resources. The center
studies the development of natural
fisheries and aquaculture systems and
provides technical workshops  for
professionals in the fisheries and
aquaculture  sectors to encourage
responsible  practices and prevent
overfishing.

KFU also collaborates with the Ministry of
Environment, Water and Agriculture and
other partners to enhance fish-farming
technologies, improve water-quality
management, and protect aquatic
biodiversity. Awareness initiatives address
the impact of pollution and
overexploitation on marine ecosystems,
emphasizing the importance of ecological
balance and food security.

By integrating research, education, and
community engagement, King Faisal
University plays a vital role in ensuring the
long-term sustainability of marine and
freshwater resources, supporting both
environmental  protection and the
economic well-being of local communities.
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WORLDWIDE

UNIVERSITIES GRANTED
U.S. UTILITY PATENTS

Project to study the marine environment and biodiversity of Tarout Island beach and Saihat beach
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The Agricultural Extension Unit:

The Agricultural Extension Unit of the
College of Agricultural and Food
Sciences, through its Business Services
Center and in cooperation with the
National Institute for Industrial Training,
conducts various training programs to
achieve the university's goals of food
security and environmental sustainability.

Among these courses is a workshop
entitled "The Use of Highly Saline Water
in Irrigation." Thirty-five trainees from the
General Irrigation Authority participated in
the program, which covered several
topics, including: the importance of water !
and available irrigation water sources in i R

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; the KFU participation in the International Algae Conference and
characteristics and standards of irrigation o B e s and matonty, o
water quality; the problems of irrigation

water salinity and its resulting soil
salinization; the effects of using highly
saline water on the environment and the
risks of soil and plant salinization; best
practices for reducing irrigation water
salinity problems; the tolerance of plants
and crops to highly saline irrigation water;
different methods of irrigation water
desalination and how to utilize them; the
most important laboratory measurements
and mathematical models for indicators of
irrigation  water quality and salinity
assessment; and finally, laboratory
analysis methods and equipment used in
evaluating irrigation water quality.

Agreements and cooperation to protect water systems and
reduce damage to them
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KFU has entered into a series of
agreements focused on protecting aquatic
ecosystems and their biodiversity. Among
the most prominent is a collaboration with
Q\I-Qlleaibi Company o? ”a pro{ce.ct dtlo solaj dublasl
evelop environmentally riendly B e = ae i
technologies that contribute to reducing alslall slall gyjluiso pghil agiayll aslyull jujas
emissions impacting marine life.

A memorandum of understanding was
also signed with the Ministry of
Environment, Water and Agriculture to
monitor water quality and promote
environmental innovation in the industrial
sector. Furthermore, a collaboration was
established with Naizak Company and
Lovibond Company. The workshop aimed
to strengthen the infrastructure for
innovation and development in the water
sector and improve the quality of testing
and measurement services provided by
the Central Laboratories Department.

Cooperation with the global maritime industry company

Environmental commitment in watershed management
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Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 15th goal:
LIFE ON LAND

® 2023 2024

Supporiing land ecosystems through education

Supporiing land ecosystems through action

Land sensitive waste disposal

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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KFU highlights a series of events
oriented around sustainability,
particularly  focusing on the
sustainable use of land,
biodiversity, and environmental
protection under SDG 15 (“Life on
Land”). The university positions
these events as part of its mission
to work with partners and
community institutions to serve

society and the global knowledge a5laall 0 diigaill tilelinll Jidluo
base. ibgll J3all e ($alois Yl loagajog
ibgll slois I pghi 46 Le)gag asligaill dclinll palg /1
Examples of KFU Sustainability il ughies o w:j, e e
Events: Joill Jg3i jlod e doilall aglygaill Glelinll /3

1901l gl ggill Bilogill oal /4
Food & Date Processing
Industries Forum: The forum
aims to open more investment
opportunities in the date sector an
important pillar of the national
economy.

Environment & Circular
Economy Forum: Organized by
Saudi Aramco in the Southern

1aaiall
solall Juallage 20l /o
Region. The university Jous elloll deoly - duugns il Bl piwslo

. . e clus Db d&sgnell dclijllg aloléiall dcjj Laup il §
contributed a scientific paper el okl sl e

titled “Soil Quality and its Effect
on Vegetation Cover” and had an L)
information ~ stand on its e s uable)| g ks B G

environmental protection role. (6 wise) idbndl Sboall gsn | s cllalltnaty )

Environment  Week  2024: ccc000e
Activities included workshops,
educational lectures,  fesources.

competitions, and an . .
environmental exhibition featuring International Forum for Afforestation

multiple university faculties, units Techniques 2024: Or_ganized by the National
and centers focusing  on Centre for Vegetation Development and
sustainable land use, biodiversity Combating Desertification, this forum included
and conservation of natural KFU’s participation in presenting research
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products on afforestation technology,
desertification control, waste-
recycling, water resources, forest
development and related areas.

World Soil Day: An event that
included a scientific and awareness
exhibition consisting of eight thematic
booths: soil types, soil-plant relations,
soil formation, soil and climate,
‘happy soil” concept, sustainable
management of solid waste, and
applications of remote sensing/GIS in
soil studies.

2nd  International Conference on
Food Security & Environmental
Sustainability: The conference,
aligned with Saudi Green Initiative
and Middle East Green Initiative,
addressed national and global food
security, environmental sustainability
and innovation. The proceedings
included recommendations on
international research collaboration,

sustainable agriculture technologies,
improvement

water-systems and

more.

.

KFU Participation in Riyadh Agricultural Exhibition
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One of the research papers presented at the International
Forum on Afforestation Technologies was "The Role of the
Non-Profit Sector in Developing Vegetation Cover"

wgall (saiiallg Bdy=all
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KFU participation in the International Exhibition and Forum for Afforestation Technologies 2024
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KFU conducts educational programs
and awareness campaigns aimed at
making students and the community
aware of ecosystem value, land-
degradation risks, biodiversity loss,
and sustainable land management.

Through its research canters (such as
its Bird Research Centre and the
Research Excellence Centre for Palm
& Dates), the university devotes
efforts to conserving plant
ecosystems, wildlife habitats and
regional biodiversity. For example, the
Bird Research Centre works on
migratory birds at Al-Ahsa’s reserve.

KFU implements land-sensitive waste
disposal practices: solid-waste
segregation (plastic, paper, glass,
aluminum), organic-waste treatment
(grass, trees, composting) and proper
disposal of electronic and hazardous
waste. These actions help protect soil
and terrestrial ecosystems from
pollution and degradation.

The university treats and reuses

wastewater (e.g., else-treated for &

irrigation) reducing the demand on
potable water and decreasing
potential impacts on land through less
extraction and fewer effluents.
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A memorandum of cooperation with the National Center for
Wildlife Development in the fields of research, science, and
projects to develop the Houbara bustard breeding program

KFU conducts educational programs and
awareness campaigns aimed at making
students and the community aware of
ecosystem value, land-degradation risks,
biodiversity loss, and sustainable land
management.

Through its research canters (such as its
Bird Research Centre and the Research
Excellence Centre for Palm & Dates), the
university devotes efforts to conserving
plant ecosystems, wildlife habitats and
regional biodiversity. For example, the
Bird Research Centre works on migratory
birds at Al-Ahsa’s reserve.

KFU implements land-sensitive waste
disposal practices: solid-waste
segregation  (plastic, paper, (glass,
aluminum),  organic-waste  treatment

(grass, trees, composting) and proper
disposal of electronic and hazardous
waste. These actions help protect soil and
terrestrial ecosystems from pollution and
degradation.
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" The

treats and reuses
wastewater (e.g., else-treated for
irrigation) reducing the demand on
potable water and decreasing potential
impacts on land through less extraction
and fewer effluents.

university

A scientific lecture entitled: "Results of the Jojoba Plant
Genome Project"

KFU declares a strategic ambition to be
a leader in wildlife, terrestrial ecosystems
and biodiversity preservation by working
with partners and community institutions
and producing knowledge beneficial
locally and globally.

Training in Skills for Agricultural
Sector with Agricultural Development
Fund: A training course on enabling
technical competencies in cooperation
with the Agricultural Development Fund
for those in the agricultural sector, to
enhance human-capital capabilities and
support agricultural sustainability.

st 1

4 Natural
Reserve Field
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As part of King Faisal University’s initiative to plant 45,000 seedlings, the university planted 40 seedlings in the
outer courtyard of Al-Bandariyah Intermediate School to create a green garden for the school

The Saudi Falcons Club Research Chair
aims to evaluate and analyze the current
situation of the falconry sector in the
Kingdom and the challenges of this
sector in general and the club’s program
in particular, and to conduct survey
studies of the locations of falcons in the
Kingdom to preserve the different falcon

breeds, including the rare and
endangered ones, which are supervised
by the “Haddad” program to return

falcons to their natural habitats, and to
conduct scientific research on diseases
prevalent in falcons, and to create a
database about them, and to localize the
scientific technologies used in breeding,

Report 2024 - V5
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reproduction and tracking procedures for
treating falcons in developed countries of

the world, in addition to conducting
scientific  research on  improving
reproductive efficiency in falcons.
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Protecting Biodiversity at KFU The reserve also serves as a research

Research Station and training platform in the fields of
biodiversity conservation and wildlife

KFU is working to preserve biodiversity = management.

and protect wildlife through a range of

projects at its research station, in In 2023-2024, the station implemented

collaboration with the National Center for  several propagation and planting projects

Wildlife Development. KFU Research for valuable native trees, such as acacia

Station is therefore one of the most and tamarisk, in cooperation with the

important nature reserves in the Eastern  National Center  for Vegetation

Province of Saudi Arabia. The reserve is  Development and Combating

home to a variety of wild and Desertification.

endangered animals, such as gazelles

and deer.
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KFU recognizes that the introduction and
spread of non-native (“alien”) species

poses a serious risk to terrestrial
ecosystems, biodiversity and
sustainability. The “Alien  Species”

initiative is aligned with SDG 15 (Life on
Land) and reflects the university’s
commitment to managing ecosystem
health in its region.

The university supports eradication or
control programs for specific alien
species, such as working with the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) on
red-palm eradication (an example of an
invasive species negatively impacting
local agriculture).

Through research and academic
programs, KFU investigates the
ecological impacts of alien species (e.g.,
effects on soil, vegetation, water use)
and integrates findings into its
biodiversity conservation strategy.

Awareness raising  activites and
educational modules are developed to
inform students, staff and community
stakeholders about the risks of invasive
alien species and the importance of
prevention, monitoring and management.

KFU frames the issue of shared land
ecosystems as a critical sustainability

challenge: ecosystems that cross
institutional, municipal or regional
boundaries require cooperative
management among universities,

governmental bodies, local authorities,
industry and communities.

Report 2024 - V5
All rights reserved to KFU 2025 ©

93 Judil Gluw jlas) duslnisdl dionilg jpsall

dlghil (gudll
The Damage and Economical Importance of the Date Palm Long
Haorne Stem Borer Beetle (jebusaea hammerschmidtii) Reiche
(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae
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Study on the efficacy of Capsaicin, and aqueous extracts of
pepper and clove plants on the palm red weevil (R, ferrugineus 0.)
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KFU engages in agreements and
cooperative programs  with local
authorities and environmental agencies
to manage land-resources, ecosystem
restoration, and sustainable land use in
the wider region.
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KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 16th goal:
PEACE, JUSTICE AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS

® 2023 2024

Proportion of graduates in law and cwil enforcement

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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KFU applies the concept of a “University
Without Walls”, opening its facilities,
knowledge resources, and cultural assets to
the entire community. The goal is to
promote inclusion, well-being, and heritage
preservation through open access to
campus spaces and events.

Main Actions (2023-2024):

KFU Ramadan Nights 2024: A Ramadan
festival hosting visitors of all ages with
workshops, competitions, heritage games,
and creative exhibitions. It strengthened
community ties and encouraged charitable
participation.

KFU Walk Initiative: A public health event,
with participation from the university’s
Disability Club and Inclusion Unit.

Access to Sports Facilities: KFU opened
its stadiums for community sporting events
and tournaments. An agreement with Al-
Fateh Sports Club (Apex Center) allows
public use of the university’s sports city for
training and activities.
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Public Access to the Central Library:
KFU’s library functions as a community
cultural hub, hosting workshops such as
“‘Resin Art and Design.” It is open to the
public every Saturday each week.

Through open facilities, public programs,
and cultural engagement, KFU
demonstrates a living model of sustainable
community integration connecting
education, heritage, and health with public
participation.
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Statistics on the KFU’s Ramadan Nights
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KFU defines a set of sustainable practices
organized around operational performance
and clear target-setting to support the

United Nations Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs). The focus is on aligning
university operations, infrastructure,
consumption, waste, and resource use with
measurable targets.

KFU’s practices include (but are not limited
()

Reducing paper use and transitioning to
digital workflows (“paperless operations”).

Managing organic waste and converting it to
reusable resources (e.g., composting yard
waste, converting plant/animal waste into
organic fertilizer).

Implementing resource-efficiency in
buildings, energy systems and infrastructure
(e.g., through green building standards).

Promoting responsible consumption and
production patterns reducing disposable

KFU Walk Initiative

materials, plastics, and
procurement and operations.

optimizing

Enabling monitoring/reporting frameworks
that track institutional performance against
sustainability targets.

KFU’s “Brown-field Site” initiative addresses
the redevelopment of previously used or
under-utilized land within or around the
campus. The aim is to convert such sites
into productive, sustainable uses in

R S, T )
227 el | v
4%
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€5 actunll g fR bl o
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The KFU’s library is open to all members of the community every Saturday
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alignment with the university’s identity of
food security and environmental
sustainability.

KFU has established several themed-
museums and public exhibitions focusing on
domains such as veterinary medicine, Saudi
coffee heritage, books / manuscripts, and
artisan-craft traditions. These museums are
open to the wider public (beyond just
students and staff), thereby fostering
community engagement, knowledge sharing
and cultural awareness.

The university’s library and museum
systems are designed to allow public
membership or visitation, supporting lifelong
learning and community use of
academic/heritage resources.

University and Community Exhibition:

The events included a forum featuring

several panel discussions with officials from

Report 2024 - V5
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KFU participation in National Day 93

from the government, private, and non-profit
sectors. They reviewed several of the
university's achievements in serving its
community, its role in fostering integration,
and its efforts to strengthen partnerships
that contribute to achieving national
development goals.

KFU emphasizes that “all facilities and
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activities are available to everyone”, and
states that it places its university facilities,
knowledge resources and programs in
service of the broader community. One of its
key sustainability-actions is contributing to
arts and heritage through organizing
programs, seminars and exhibitions.

Some of the notable initiatives listed include:

We Dream and We Achieve: an exhibition
with student-creative stands addressing
Saudi Arabia’s past, present and future.

Guest Service Initiative during Haijj:
organized in partnership with KFU and the
regional branch of the Ministry of Human
Resources & Social Development, aiming to
provide full facilities and services to pilgrims LN Gt o et
in Hajj 1444H. R

Documenting the History of Al-Ahsa
Stories about Broadcasting in honor of
World Radio Day.

Participation in national-heritage events:
Saudi National Day 93, Founding Day 2024,
and Saudi Flag Day 2024.

Year of Arabic Poetry

Falconry Festival 2024: KFU participated
in collaboration with Al-Ahsa Governorate
and the Ministry of Environment, Water &
Agriculture via a veterinary-consulting stand
addressing the historical heritage of
falconry.

International Camel Conference 2024:
KFU’s participation included a lecture on
genetic diversity of camels in Saudi Arabia.
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KFU has adopted remote working
arrangements for certain administrative and
operational functions as part of its
sustainability strategy. This aligns with
efforts to reduce commuting, lower carbon
emissions, and promote more flexible,
modern working practices.

KFU includes “Affordable Housing” as one

of its sustainable practices, under the
broader aim of creating inclusive and
accessible educational and living

environments.

The university emphasizes giving priority to
pedestrians in campus road systems:
pedestrian walkways, crossings, and access
points are designed so that foot-traffic has
precedence over vehicular movement.
Measures include separate sidewalks, well-
marked pedestrian crossings, speed-
calming zones (e.g., slower vehicle speeds
near pedestrian areas), enhanced signage
for pedestrian right-of-way, and design
interventions to encourage walking within
the campus.
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KFU recognizes collaboration with local

public  authorites  and government
institutions as a strategic mechanism to
support regional development, institutional
mission fulfilment, and alignment with
sustainable development goals (especially
SDG 17 — Partnerships for the Goals and
SDG 11 — Sustainable Cities and
Communities). The university states that it is
committed to strengthening these
partnerships to serve the community and

integrate its educational, research and
innovation activities with  public-sector
needs.

KFU sets specific standards for new
campus buildings and infrastructure to
ensure they meet sustainable design criteria
(e.g., energy efficiency, green building
practices, sustainable materials, water
efficiency).The university emphasizes that
planning and development decisions are
guided by sustainability-principles: rather
than purely building standard facilities, new
builds are designed to  minimize
environmental impact and integrate into the
campus’s ecological and social context.



1 PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

(524
-

uallg (njlicwll acall (ggpiiio

Developing national park services in the Eastern Province

Ihventory. Identification and The Governance of Native Tree Species Classes il abalrol aiSlall ausall
PR12382 -CW11918 3%

Royal Commission for AlUlla

Yol ailal K1 Al

In connection with inventory, identification, and The Jalasll 33 eall L ¥ gl aSony undy dugad & 3t Lo
Governance of Native Tree Species Classes at AlUla T Yl Ll gt N
Master Plan 182

Developing a perennial tree program in the master plan for Al-Ula city
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The University's Commitment to the
Saudi Building Code:

In accordance with Royal Decree No. M/43
dated 4/26/1438 AH regarding the obligation
of all construction work in the public and
private sectors to apply the requirements of
the Saudi Building Code, which is a set of
conditions and requirements and its
executive regulations and appendices
related to building and construction, to
ensure safety and health, KFU, through its
Projects Department, continuously monitors
and secures all the requirements and
conditions for the application of the Saudi
Building Code in all its classifications in all
university buildings.
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Smart Buildings Project

This project aims to provide smart solutions
that enhance energy efficiency and reduce
waste by fully controlling building closures
outside of official working hours. The Smart
Buildings Project features automated entry
and exit controls based on user
preferences, and it also enables integrated
management and remote control of building
gates. This launch represents a significant
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Mixed-use Interior
Saudi Arabia
King Faisal University Central Plaza

by Dar Al-Omran
to King Faisal University

step towards a more sustainable and
intelligent future in building management,
reflecting the university's commitment to
adopting the latest technologies to serve its
staff and ensure the safety and security of
its buildings and property.

Number of graduates from law in 2024
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GLOBAL RANKING

PARTNERSHIPS
1 FOR THE GOALS 43

Y
E TOTAL OF GOALS
PUBLICATIONS: 3886

5 Data for year: 2020-2024 (SciVal)

Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the
global partnership for sustainable development
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1 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

KFU’s performance in last years in achieving the 17th goal:
PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS

@ 2023 2024

Research

Relationships to support the goals

Publication of SDG reports

Education for the SDGs

0% 20% &40% 60% 80% 100%
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1 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

KFU aligns with Saudi Vision 2030 in
emphasizing the urgent need to enhance
both community and international
partnerships, in order to advance education,
health, the economy and other systems of
progress. The university presents a set of
strategic partnerships that are beneficial to
all parties and help achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals (particularly SDG 17:
Partnerships for the Goals).

-
e

Examples of Partnerships and
Cooperative Initiatives:

-Collaboration with the Regional Prisons
Directorate in the Eastern Province: KFU is
exploring  distance-learning  bachelor’s
programmes for inmates, alongside other
distinctive programmes.

-Partnership with the Chamber of Al-Ahsa
(via the Agricultural Development
Committee) in the “Food and Processing
Industries of Dates” forum aimed at opening
up investment in the date sector.
-Agreement with the National Center for
Water Efficiency and Conservation: For joint
research, training, awareness, and
improving water supply chains in urban,
industrial, and agricultural domains.
-Participation in the “Saudi Green

Report 2024 - V5
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Buildings Forum”: KFU is a major partner,
contributing through education, training,
awareness-raising, and environmental
research, aiming toward zero-carbon built
environment.

-Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with local NGO “Diriyah Gate” to attract and
train Saudi talent for development projects,
equipping graduates with necessary market
skills.

KFU
anaumb
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-Joint projects with government entities:
e.g., agreement with Human Resources
Development Fund (“Hadaf’) to register
KFU as a training service provider via the
national “Tagat” portal.

-Collaboration with the Arab Organization
for Education, Culture and Science
(ALECSO): KFU signed a cooperation
agreement to deliver distance training
programmes for faculty in member
countries; more than 1,000 trainees from
22 countries benefitted.

-Joint  scientific-research  project  with
University of Queensland (Australia) on the
genome of the jojoba plant: resulted in
publishing six peer-reviewed papers, etc.

Impacts & Strategic Value
*These partnerships advance KFU’s
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societal role, bridging the university with

government, industry, NGOs, and
international institutions.
*They support multiple Sustainable

Development Goals, especially SDG 17
(partnerships) but also others such as

decent work, innovation, sustainable
consumption/production, climate action,
etc.

*They enhance KFU’s capacity in research,
training, community service, innovation,
and in leveraging regional advantages

(e.g., date industry, water resources).

*They position the university to contribute

to regional-economic development and

national priorities under Vision 2030.
-

-t t

[T ———————
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KFU has adopted a clear institutional
identity focused on food security and
environmental sustainability. The university
states that to fulfil this identity, it will deploy
its capabilities across its core functions

teaching-learning, research, community
partnership, leadership, and business
innovation.

KFU emphasizes that part of its mission is
to be a “future-oriented environment locally,
regionally and globally” and to be “research
and development producing”.

One major thrust is embedding food security
and environmental sustainability into
educational programs both by incorporating
relevant courses (“inclusion of sustainability
modules in programs”) and by launching
new programs aligned with the institutional
identity. KFU specifically presents examples
of how sustainability topics have been
included in coursework and curricula.

KFU has established a Business Incubator
to promote innovation, entrepreneurship and
start-ups, particularly those aligned with
food security and environmental
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environmental sustainability gives the
university a clear thematic niche, which
makes the educational efforts more
distinctive.

Q)
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Start-up fields at KFU

sustainability.

Because the incubator is located within the
university and situated in the Al-Ahsa region
(which has comparative advantages such as
dense agriculture, food industry, energy,
health, education sectors), it facilitates
strong linkages between students/faculty
and local/regional economic sectors.

Applied Programs & Skills Development:
KFU provides training programs undertaken
in collaboration with external actors: For
example, a training program in the United
Arab Emirates for farmers on “Integrated
Pest Management” and a training program

Adles Aldalind jo pall 58000

h . Sl AlLE G580
for the Environmental Agency in Al-Ahsa on Al s R
. . . RSl il Bod) jlds)
measuring environmental impacts, : :
. . . Aanlall guuss g padiall gt gl 64
monitoring pollution, etc.
These applied programs show how KFU [ @ osnsQoinsanianmne ]

links its educational mission to real-world
sustainability challenges.

KFU demonstrates a holistic approach: not 52
only teaching sustainability theory but q
operationalizing it through entrepreneurship,

start-ups, applied training, curriculum HH
design.

Start-Up in 2034
The focus on food security and
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The “Dialogue / Cross-Sectoral Dialogue
about SDGs” initiative by KFU is an
important institutional tool beyond teaching
and research that engages the wider
ecosystem (industry, government, non-
profits) in sustainability challenges, aligns
university strategy with national vision (e.g.,
Saudi Vision 2030), and produces
actionable recommendations.

The aim of such dialogues is to engage
multiple stakeholders (government, private
sector, non-profits, academia) in
conversations about sustainability
challenges and solutions especially aligned
with KFU’s institutional identity (in food
security and environmental sustainability).

The “2M |nternational Conference on Food

Security and Environmental Sustainability” B0 cvasn [ iciin ) i st

a“gnlng with  KFU’s |dent|ty and raising A training program conducted by the Applied College in
issues such as agricultural sustainability, cooperation with the Agricultural Training Center in Al-Ahsa,
i A A=f o o affiliated with the Ministry of Environment, Water and
innovation, digital solutions in food systems. Agriculture

A “Hackathon” event tied to the conference of the Association for Camel Research &
that brings together innovators, developers Development” demonstrating KFU’s role
and experts in the domain of food security, in facilitating dialogues across sectors
environmental sustainability and and research topics.

Al/technology.

The 8" Forum of Graduates of the College
of Computer Science & Information INNOURTE
Technology, 2023 under the theme “We TODAY

Connect to Reach” which included active FORA

dialogues between governmental/private Sustainable
sectors about implementing SDGs and TOMORROW
resulted in signed cooperation agreements.

Participation in other events such as
exhibitions or conferences like the
“International Dates Conference” (with 36
countries) or the “International Conference
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International collaboration at KFU is
strategic and thematic, not just broad or
passive. It is tailored to the university’s
identity (food security/environment) and
sustainability objectives. The breadth of
partners (global, cross-continent) provides a
strong foundation for research, innovation,
and academic enhancement. These
collaborations serve as enablers for
institutional  transformation:  enhancing
capacity, elevating reputation, connecting to
global issues and networks.

Collaboration with Wageningen University &
Research  (Netherlands) for improving
agricultural practices.

Collaboration with University of Queensland
(Australia) on jojoba-plant research.

doadall ol 2ac

Agreements with a range of Asian
universities such as Lanzhou University
(China), Istanbul University (Turkey), and
Kanazawa University (Japan).

Through these collaborations, KFU supports
joint research projects, student and faculty
exchanges, and shared capacity-building
programs in sustainability fields.

Training program in Spain on global good agricultural
practices standards

whlulzll aac
doadall &ioli8l

Statistics for the Food Security and Environmental Sustainability Incubator for the year 2024
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KFU views NGOs as key actors in capacity-
building, social innovation, community
engagement and applied training: working
together with KFU to address sustainability-
relevant social and environmental
challenges. Several tangible collaborations
between KFU and NGOs/local non-profit
actors were applied. Some examples
include:

A “Social Investment Challenge Camp” in
the Eastern Region aimed at empowering
the social-investment ecosystem and
engaging the non-profit sector in
sustainable/entrepreneurial solutions.

A training program, in cooperation with the
Saudi Journalists Association - Al Ahsa,
titted “Digital Media in the Non-Profit
Sector”, which attracted over 180 trainees.

A cooperation agreement signed during the
International Non-Profit Sector exhibition
between KFU and the National Centre for
Non-Profit Sector Development to jointly
deliver research/training services and
strengthen human-capital capacities in the
non-profit domain.

A memorandum of understanding with the
Diriyah Gate Development Authority (an
NGO-type organisation) to help attract and
train  Saudi talent for large-scale
development projects, preparing graduates
with applicable skills.

A joint initiative with the Ajwaa Al Ahsa
Environmental Group focused on raising
community awareness in environmental
matters (combating desertification,
increasing green cover) in partnership
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between KFU and the NGO.

Additional partnerships with many local
NGOs (e.g., charities concerned with
kidney-failure patients, smokers-cessation
charities, associations for persons with
disabilities, youth councils) to embed social-
sustainability work into the university’s
ecosystem.



1 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

KFU identifies a need to embed
sustainability in the curriculum by offering
specific courses that address sustainability
topics, aligned with its institutional identity
(food security & environmental
sustainability).

KFU provides a variety of courses dedicated
to sustainability across levels and
disciplines. Some of courses related to food
security, environmental sustainability,
energy, water use, ecosystems.

Names of some courses that serve the purpose of
sustainability or contain topics in sustainability
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L. N Jays lallacoly University Identity Series
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dofni_udy. A o oy beal >

Deanship of Development and Quality Assurance

Presents Educational Program

Sustainability: Incorporating Its Concepts into

Your Teaching
Highlights

How to encourages an interdisciplinary approach, bridging subjects like science
,social studies, and ethics to instill a holistic understanding of sustainability

28 - 11 - 2023

10:00 - 11.30 Am Speaker
Dr. Anne Forbes
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The “Education for SDGs in the Wider
Community” initiative at KFU reflects how an
educational institution can extend its
teaching and training mission into society at
large engaging non-traditional learners,
strengthening links to regional needs
(agriculture,  environment, professional
skills), and embedding sustainability in
community outreach.

Some of the main community-engagement
programs described include:

Number of beneficiaries in the graduate professional
development program
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Career Week: An event open to all
community groups aimed at providing
training, educational programs, and sKill-
development aligned with the labour market.
The event welcomed more than 20,000
visitors and included an exhibition with 40+
government and private institutions.

Volunteer with Your Expertise: Initiative
organized by the university’s Volunteer Work
Unit, this initiative offered 42 training
programs/lectures/consultations, carried out
by more than 50 volunteers (faculty, staff,
students, and community members) for a
total of over 500 volunteer hours.

Community  Partnerships &  Service
Programs: The university mentions that
through its  Community  Partnership
Development Office it has engaged many
community institutions and individuals
across various programs, taking advantage
of university capacities for community
benefit. For example: An exhibition on food
security and environmental sustainability.
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Sustainability Literacy Measurement:

Total Participation Rate in the Sustainability Literacy Measurement

KFU is committed to assessing the
environmental and sustainability culture
among its employees to evaluate the
community’s understanding of sustainability
concepts.

The university also seeks to measure the
sustainability culture on campus by - Students
evaluating students’ knowledge of sttt
sustainability topics and challenges, as well
as understanding how  sustainability
influences student enrollment decisions.

Employees

The 2023-2024 survey was distributed via
Najiz to all university members, including
students, faculty, and staff. It contained
questions aimed at exploring the overall
culture of sustainability within the university

community.
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One of the questions directed to measure the culture of sustainability "Is the
environmental pollution not an important issue?" Through these results, students’
awareness of the issues of sustainability and environmental pollution is evident
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